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FAMILIAR SERMONS.-——NO. IX. 


Marr. xxii, 5. But they made light of it. 


Were mankind always disposed to treat things according to their real 
value, and their own interest in them, we might at once conclude that 
Christ and the blessings which he offers are the merest trifies in the 
world, and objects in which we are the least interested. But the word 
of Ged and daily observation instruct us, that no method of judging is 
more fallacious. As well might we be guided by the decisions of the 
man, who, under the infiuence of a disordered intellect, while he makes 
light of objects of acknowledged importance, magnifies sticks and 
straws into crowns and sceptres. Such is the infatuating influence of 
sin upon those over whom it extends its dominion,that while they highly 
esteem and eagerly pursue the empty and perishing enjoyments of 
world, they can contemptuously disregard those objects which are of 
everlasting consequence, and in which, at the same time, their own 
immortal interests are involved. ‘The truth of this observation is il- 
lustrated in the parable of the marriage supper. ‘The great God is 
represented, under the idea of a king, as making a marriage for his 
son. At the proper season, when all things were in readiness, he sent 
forth his servants to call those who had been previously bidden to the 
wedding. But, instead of cheerfully complying with an invitation to 
a royal entertainment, we are informed they would not come. And 
when they were still further urged, they made light of the invitation, 
and went their ways, one to his farm, and another to his merchandize. 

By this nuptial feast we are to understand Christ, and the blessings 
connected with his purchase. He is the great atoning Sacrifice, the 
Lamb slain from the foundation of the world. The benefits of his 
death, including pardon, sanctification and eternal life, have been Lf 
freely offered to sinners. Repeatedly, and with the greatest urgency, 
have they been invited to partake of the waters of life, without money 
and without price. But alas, the greatest proportion of those te whom 
the provisions of the Gospel have been tendered, have continued to 
make light of them. 

In further attending to this subject, I propose to illustrate the aa- 
‘ure and guilt of making light of Christ and his salvation. 

I. The nature. 

Vou, XIV. 19 
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1. Mankind are guilty of making light of these glorious object, 
when their thoughts, and especially their affectionate thoughts, aye 
not much employed about them. 

The objects of our esteem are the frequent subjects of contempla. 
tion. We love to bring them up to the view of our minds, and delight 
to dwell upon them as they pass in review before us. Whatever othep 
concerns engage our attention, these are not forgotten. The mind stij] 
retains them in affectionate recollection, and spontaneously returns to 
them in the first unoccupied moment. But it is not so with objects 
which are lightly esteemed. ‘The impression which these make upon 
the mind is, at most, but slight, and even that is usually retained no 
Jonger than we are successful in our efforts to erase it. With these ob. 
servations in view, it will not be difficult to ascertain what is to be up. 
derstood by making light of Christ and salvation. Those who are 
guilty of offering such treatment to the blessed Savior and the redemption 
he has purchased, allow them to take up but a small proportion of their 
thoughts. heir meditations do not frequently and freely run after 
them. ‘They do not bear them on their hearts when they rise up and 
when they lie down, and make them the subject of every unoccupied 
moment. On the contrary, the persons in question think very little of 
these infinitely important objects. ‘The world and thethings of the world 
occupy their whole attention. In ibis channel their thoughts flow free. 
ly. But Christ and the eternal salvation of their souls engage very 
few of their reflections. If there are any seasons which form excep- 
tions to these remarks; seasons which are attended with much deep re- 
flection on the concerns of eternity, and the necessity of an interest in 
Christ, they are such as stand connected with some alarming provi- 
dence, or a solemn application of divine truth te the conscience, and of 
course are not the result of an affectionate contemplation of the way of 
salvation through the Lord Jesus Christ. Notwithstanding these sea- 
sons of more than ordinary reflection, the remark is still applicable to 
most of their lives, that God and his mercy bestowed through a Redeem- 
er are not in all their thoughts. Did they highly esteem these objects, 
they would occupy their frequent and affectionate contemplations. 
‘They would be their rejoicing every day, and by these their wakcful 
nights would be cheered with songs of praise. But if their thoughts are 
rarely occupied with the concerns of the soul, the great blessings to 
the prospect of which Christ solicits their attention; if they but seldom 
think, and never in an affectionate manner, of that wonderful Being 
who has opened a door of pardon for sinners, and who invites them to 
participate in the fruits of his purchase without money and without 
price, can you doubt whether these are the persons that are justly 
charged with making light of Christ and his salvation? 

2, Mankind are liable to this charge when although Christ and his 
salvation are not forgotten, yet they are undervalued. 

If these objects are important at all, they are so in an infinite de- 


gree. ‘They respect the glory of Christ, and the eternal happiness of 


the soul. They are no trifles. It is in no respect a thing of trivial 
consequence, whether any become partakers of the blessings of the 
Gfespel. Failing of these, they not only fail of eternal life, but bring 
upon themselves swift and endless destruction, These infinite con- 
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| cerns may therefore be lightly esteemed by mankind, although they 


are not wholly forgotten, and although they may not be absolutely dis- 
regarded. ‘They deserve, and are calculated to awaken, the most lively 
and vigorous affections of the soul. They should be esteemed not as 
matters of a momentary contemplation, or as worthy of the reflections 
of a few vacant hours; but as concerns of eternal magnitude. No af- 
{ections or regard of which men are capable can equal their impor- 


tance, and nothing short of the highest sense of their vajue can free 


sinners from the charge of treating them with lightness. ‘To consider 
them as matters on a level with the pursuits of the world, which de- 
mand a share of their attention, is to degrade them infinitely below 
theirreal worth. It is te degrade the infinite God to the standard of 
man, eternity to that of time, and the soui to that of the body. Of how 
small consequence is the salvation of the Gospel, if it is no more inter- 
esting than the perishing objects of the present life. ‘These will soon 


' lose all the seeming impertance which they possess; and even now, 


they are empty-of every thing which can satisfy the soul. How lightly 
then must they esteem Christ and his salvation, who place them in 
their affections, on alevel with those objects? Hf the latter be insignifi- 
cant in themselves, and transitory in their duration, the former are 
ylaced on the same ground. 

8. Mankind are guilty of making light of Christ and salvation, 


_ when they are insensible of their own deep interest in these objects. 


There is such a thing among the impenitent as being convinced of 
the necessity of repentance, and yet not feeling that it is a subject in 
which they are greatly concerned. ‘They may be satisfied that religion 
isa reality, and that such as are not interested in the salvation which 
the Gospel proposes must be in a most miserable state. And yet, after 
ull, may possess no realizing and habitual impression that these are 
concerns in which they are interested. They feel no present interest, 
and therefore no interest at all; for if the salvation of the soul be ever 
important, the uncertainty of the continuance of life for the shortest 
space, renders it immediately important. 

A conviction of the necessity of that salvation which is provided for 
sinners in the Gospel, may indeed appear to be inconsistent with the 
cold neglect with which it is treated. But such is the infatuation of 
sil, that nothing is more common among men than this surprising in- 
consisteney. They have no impressive belief that religion is their 
present individual concern. ‘They persuade themselves that they en- 
tertain no doubt of the necessity of an interest in the Savior, and of 
the reality of the awful punishment which will overwhelm such as 
heglect the great salvation, and yet it often happens, that they do not 
feel their own necessity of av interest in Christ, nor their exposure to 
the consequences of abusing his grace. ‘These are the persons who 
lake light of the entertainments of the Gospel. ‘They cast contempt 
upon Christ, and upon the blessings which he offers to their accept- 
ance, 

4. Those persons are guilty of making light of salvation, who are 
hot more solicitous to obtain-an interest in it, and do not use greater 
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We may form a true estimation of the value fixed on various ob. 


jects by mankind, from the earnestness of their endeavors to obtain 


them. Such as are highly esteemed they will use the greatest exep. 
tions to secure as their own. They will be studious in forming plans 
for the purpose, and diligent and persevering in their execution, No 
sacrifices will be deemed too great, and no hardships too severe. Eye. 
ry obstacle that impedes their attainment will be encountered with 
cheerfulness. On the contrary, those objects which are lightly esteem. 
ed, although the possession of them may be necessary to their real 
happiness, will cither be wholly neglected, or pursued with an indiffer. 
ence proportioned to the estimation in which they are held. Every 
sacrifice, for the acquisition of objects so little desired, will be deemed 
too considerable. ‘They value their ease and comfort too highly to 
forego either in such a pursuit. In view of these observations it wil] 
not be difficult to ascertain the esteem in which Christ and the bless. 
ings of scivation are regarded by mankind, from the eagerness with 
which they are pursued. ‘Liey may very properly be charged with 
making light of salvation when the attainment of it is not made the sn- 
preme concern. ‘They either use no endeavors to secure an interestin 
the Savior, or they attend to these infinite concerns with so little so- 
licitude and resolution, that they afford incontestible evidence, in the very 
pursuit of them, of the contempt in which they are held in their hearts, 
‘Those who seek salvation in this manner are disposed to magnify ev- 
ery exertion which they make. And even when they have done noth- 
ing with sincerity of heart, they persuade themselves that they have 
Jaid God under obligations to regard them with favor. When these 
are the feelings of any, they make very light of those infinite blessings 
which Christ bestows upon his people. They are also liable to this 
charge when they do not pursue the concerns of their salvation with 
the greatest solicitude, and the most eager exertion; when they do not 
perform what their hands find to do with all their might, and do not 
put forth all the powers of their souls, to press into the kingdom of 
heaven. Ner are those free from this guilt, who do not count all things 
but loss for the excellency of the Knowledge of Christ, and are not 
prepared cheerfully to suffer the loss of all things that they may win 
him, and be found,clothed with his righteousness in the day of his ap- 
pearing. While they pursue the objects of the world with greater 
avidity than the interests of religion, and are ready to undergo greater 
Jabor and suffering,Jand to encounter greater difficulties, they cannot 
be considered as having any just estimate of the worth of salvation. 
By those who esteem Christ, and place a high value upon the blessings 
of the Gospel, these objects are placed infinitely above every worldly 
pursuit. They esteem religion as the one thing needful, and are pre- 


pared, in order to be interested in its blessings, to deny themselves | 


and cheerfully to surrender every thing which may prove an obstacle 
to their salvation. 

Are not Christ and his salvation worthy of all this; and will not 
this be the estimation in which they will be held by all those who justly 
appreciate their excellence? In what light then must those be consid: 
ered, who prefer their ease and pleasure to their salvation; who ©" 
sider every sacrifice to obtain it, too great; who, while they pursue 
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with earnestness and diligence the concerns of the present life, scarce- 
ly employ a thought upon the things of eternity, and much less de- 
yote their time and talents to secure the love and favor of God. ‘I hese : 
are the persons who make light of Christ. When called to partici- 
pate in the blessings of the Gospel, they all unite in praying to be 
cused. 

IL. We are now to contemplate the guilt of the persons described. 
This will appear to be very great, when we consider, 

1. That in the plan of salvation there is presented to the view of the 
universe the brightest display of God’s perfections. 

The Divine Being manifests something of his glory in all his works. °- 
But in the work of redemption, and in all his works of grace, his in- ‘4; 
finite beauty and excellence are most illustriously displayed. Beforehe ~~ 
had intimated the gracious designs toward the world, his character as a (9 ~ 
merciful Being had never been revealed. A parton'y of these per- | 
fections, which have filled all holy beings with admiration and delight, * 
was then known. God was contemplated as a Being possessed of al- % 
mighty power, infinite wisdom, unsullied purity, and unvarying justice. 7 
But as a God merciful and gracious, showing mercy to thousands, | 
forgiving iniquity, transgression and sin, in the work of redemption ik 
alone has he dispiayed himself. Here he has exhibited such an as- "| 
semblage of divine and glorious perfections as might well astonish the > 
universe, and captivate the hearts of all who are capable of being at- | 
tracted by an exhibition of moral beauty. In redeeming and saving & 
sinners, he has «tall his mightiest works outdone.” He has manifested ® 
a character worthy of a God. Ile has expended an infinite treasure > 
of blood and suffering for the purpose of rescuing rebels from everlast- 7). 
ing destruction, and bringing them back to life and happiness. «God © 
so loved the world that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever 7 
believed in him might not perish, but have everlasting life. Herein © 
was love, of which the universe never witnessed a parallel, not that we>> 
loved God, but that he loved us, and gave his Son to die for us. And aa 
still further is this love toward the world commended, in that while 
they were yet sinners, Christ died for them. ee 


By making light of the salvation to which they are invited, mankind. | 


M 
are guilty of contemning this greatest display of the divine perfections.’ 4°" 
They set at nought the most illustrieus of all Beings, when he is man- 
ifested to them clothed in his most glorious attributes. If they that 7 
could despise God, when his character was exhibited in the law, were ~~): 
accounted great transgressors, in what light must they be viewed who /, 
trample under feet the Son of God, count the blood of the covenant ~ | 
wherewith he was sanctified an unholy thing, and do despite to the: — 
Spirit of grace? 

2. We may notice the ingratitude of this sin. 

Those who undervalue these great objects, make light of a Being + — 
Who did not disregard their interest when it was in the most desperate & 
state. When they were cast out into the open field, polluted in theix 
own blood, had the blessed Savior felt indifferent to their situation 
they must have perished in their sins. But he did not make light of f_ 
their misery; he did not abandon them to despair. The tenderest)>- 
compassion filled his heart; and notwithstanding he was infinitely# ; 
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happy in the bosom of his father, he engaged in the work of their de. 
liverauce, and covenanted to accomplish it, with a full knowledge at 
iow great a price it must be achieved. Jn this great work he per. 
seve red untic it was finished. ‘he cup that was put into lis hand he 
drank to the very dregs. Having come into the world ou this errand, 
and borne a weight of pain and suffering which no other person prob. 
ably ever endured, lie voluntariiy surrendered his precious life. All 
this was that he might accomplish the salvation of sinners, that 
whosoever believed in him might not perish, but have everlasting life, 

Hiow then must such persons be viewed as are guilty of making light 
of Christi, and of contemning all that he has ever done for their re- 
demption: They are indeed monsters of ingratitude. They shew them- 
selves to be insensible to kindness, aud to possess hearts callous to ey- 
ery generous and grateful emotion. Surely the guilt arising from an 
insensibility to so wonderful an instance of divine merc y, must be pro- 
pertionably great. They who make light of God’s unspeakable gilt, 
and of the overtures of grace, not only cast contempt upon the greatest 
display of divine perfections, but do violence to the highest obliga- 
tions; obligations created by the number and greatness of the mercies 
which have been poured upon them. The ox knoweth his owner, and 


the ass his master’s crib, but such sinners do not know, the despisers of 


the grace of the Gospel, do not consider. 

S. ‘Lhe guilt ef those who make light of Christ and of deliverance 
from sin willappear to be great, if we consider that they contemn things 
of infinite Importance. 

They make light of the Son of God, and the eternal salvation of 
their own souls. What being is more worthy cf our affectionate re- 


gard than the Lord Jesus C he “ist? In his human nature he is the chief 


among ten thousand; he is altogether lovely. In his divine, he is the 
brightness of his Father’s glory, and the express image of liis person. 
And what object can be more important than the salvation of the soul, 
especially when we consider it not only as bringing immortal life and 


happiness to sinners, but as connected with the honor and glory of 


Ciod? Heaven and hell are no trifles. To deliver from the one, and 
advance to the other is the great design of the work of redemption. 
‘L'o the amount of blessings involved in this work, mankind may indeed 
he insensible. But had they for a moment, taken up their residence 


- among the dammed, and begun to feel the guawings of that worm that 


never dies, or had they been permitted to unite in one of the anthems 


of (lie heavenly inhabitants, they would no Jonger doubt that it is in 
finite. A moment’s reflection might lead them to the same conclusion. 
What in the whole creation is half so important, so worthy the atten- 
tion ef sinners as the concerns of salvation. When conipared with 
these, all the affairs of the present life dwindle into nothing. «What 
shall it profit a man, if he gain the whole world and lose his own 
soul, and what shall a man give in exchange for his soul??? ‘Those 
who toil and exhaust their strength for the attainment of earthly 
good «labor for the meat that per isheth.” «*’Phey spend their mioney 
for that which is not bread, and their labor for that which satisfieth 
not.” «They do it,” says the apostle Paul, “to obtain a corruptible 
crown, but we an incorruptible.” ‘Phe concerns of salvation are the 
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one thing needful, the pearl of great price, to obtain which a man 
might well afford to sell all that he has. But whatever sinners may 
tuink of the work of redemption, and the interests of the immortal 
soul, the angelic hosts do,not look upon them with indifference. They 
ave represented as earnestly desiring to look into those infinitely im- 
portant things. How great then must be the guilt of those who make 
light of them. How can any neglect the great salvation and be 
guiltless? 

In the improvement of the subject, we may be led to reflect. 

1. Upon the extent in which the sin in question prevails. 

From iis nature, and from the guilt which is attached to if, we might 
indeed hope that it would be confined to a small number. But what is 
the fact? Are mankind disposed cheerfully to accept of the invitations 
of the Gospel? Do all who hear its joyful sounds, immediately mani- 
fest the feelings of their hearts by flocking to its entertainments? All 
things are indeed ready. ‘The oxen and the fatlings are killed, and 
every thing is prepared; but are the tables filled with guests? Do the 
concerns of the world give place to the interests of the immortal sow? 
On the contrary, how many who are invited to the Gospel supper pray 
to be excused? here is nothing in the whole circle of objects in which 
mankind are interested, which is treated with half the indifference as 
Christ and salvation. How few are solicitous to secure an interest in 
the Savior! How few realize the weight and importance of their own 
salvation?’ By most men the concerns of the soul are regardcd as of 
small moment. Were the concerns of the body treated with the same 
indifference, life would soon be extinguished. Is it not the case with 
most of you who hear the Gospel, that you are so much occupied with 
your farms, or your merchandize, or some other worldly pursuit, that 
you know not how to devote much of your attention to the concerns of 
religion? Let me appeal to your consciences whether you do not live in 
the entire neglect of your souls. If you think at all upon the subject, 
you complain, perhaps, of your inability to embrace religion. But af- 
ter all, you must acknowledge that there is scarcely any object of de- 
sire in the attainment of which you have manifested so little solicitude. 
In short, is it not evident with regard to most of you, that you care for 
none of these things? 

2. In view of this subject we may remark, that the impenitent and 
unbelieving will come to a most fearful end. 

It was the solemn determination of the lord of the feast, that none of 
the men that were bidden and made light of the invitation, should 
taste of his supper. God is highly displeased with those that despise 
his grace. Tie has made preparation for the Gospel feast at an infi- 
nite expense. He has sacrificed his own Son, and by his blood has 
purchased inexhaustible provisious for the sinful and famishing chil- 
dren of men. All who will accept of them are welcome to the bread 
aud water of life. But is it not most reasonable, that those who des- 
pise these provisions should not be permitted to taste of them? Be as- 
sured, sinners, God places a high value upon these provisions. It can- 
not be expected that he will throw them away upon those who have no 
‘ense of their worth. You may indeed trifle with salvation now, but 
you will not have the offer of it to tride with hereafter. Your farms 
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and your merchandize will then fail you. How will you escape, if you 
neglect so great salvation? A most aggravated punishment awaits those 
who have trampled under feet the Son of God, have counted the blood 
of the covenant wherewith he was sanctified an unholy thing, and haye 
done despite to the Spirit of grace, Listen then to God’s calls of mercy, 
and go in to the feast. Should you continue to neglect and make light 
of the salvation of the Gospel, you will mourn at last, that you have 
hated instruction, and will sink with this heart rending lamentation in 
your mouth; O that we had known, in our day, the things that be. 
longed to our peace, but now they are hidden from our eyes. 


For the Panoplist 


SIGNS OF THE TIMES. 


We live in a most interesting period of the world; in a period distin- 
guished above all others tor the wonderful magnitude and variety of 
its revolutions. ‘The drama of six thousand years is coming to a close. 
ki vents of the most momentous interest follow each other in quick and 
crowded succession. Every thing in the scientific, and political, and 
mora! world indicates that the reign of darkness upon the earth is ap- 
proaching its catastrophe. 

To begin with the scientific world. What an entire change has been 
wrought in modern times in the natural sciences, and in the science 
of the mind! It is scarcely a century since what was dignified with the 
name of Metaphysical Philosophy was a mere jargon, full of unmean- 
ing subtleties. No definite idea was formed even of the object of the 
science. Nor was Natural Philosophy in any better situation. The 
genius of whele ages was wasted in search of an imaginary some- 
thing which was to cure all diseases, and convert all substances into 
gold. Centuries rolled away, and not a step of advance had_ been 
made towards any desirable end. How hopeless was it, to all ap- 
pearance, that the human mind would have ever been freed from the 
darkness and perplexity in which it was involved. Who would have 
ventured to foretel, that any thing in the shape of system would have 
been brought out of that mass of confusion which was the science of 
former ages. Yet within a few years a correct philosophy has gone 
forth, and by its simple touch is turning the chaos into order, and 
beauty, and life. A method of investigation is pursued which leads 
to systematic discovery. The study of Nature is prosecuted with 4 
moral certainty of arriving at new and interesting results, Almost 
every science which is taught in the customary course of liberal edu- 
cation is the offspring of the new philosophy. Even now, new sciences 
are continually springing up, and by their connexion with the arts 
are spreading animation and elegance over all the enjoyments of lile. 

Nor are the changes in the political world, less auspicious. Where 1s 
he that made the earth to tremble; that did shake kingdoms; that 
made the world as a wilderness?—What wonders do we behold! The 
kings of the earth have leagued together to acknowledge the law of God 
for the law of nations. War, which has reigned without control ever 
siuce the flood, is beginning to yield its dominion, and in its room? 
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gpirit of genuine heavenly charity has gone forth to unite in one family 
all the children of Adam. 

But what shall we say to the extraordinary appearances of the moral 
world; to that spirit of expansive Senevolence, and religious enterprise, 
which is filling the world with schools, and missionaries, and Bibles; 
which is every where repairing the ruins of the fail, and by a thousand 
ties reuniting earth to heaven. Surely these are the times foretold by 
the prophets of old, when many shall run to and fro, and knowledge 
shall be increased; when wars shal! cease unto the ends of the earth; 
when nation shall not lift up sword against nation, neither shall they 
learn war any more. And the times are at hand, when the knowledge 
of the Lord shall cover the earth as the waters cover the sea. 

M. N. 


For the Panopist. 
MOTIVES FOR CHRISTIAN EXERTION. 


Iy we want motives for exertion, we may derive them from the country, 
aud from the age in which we live. 

it appears from a comparison of the different censuses taken since the 
adoption of the Federal Constitution, that the population of the United 
States increases at the rate of about three per cent. per annum; that 
is, it doubles in twenty-three years. ‘There is every reason to believe 
that the population will continue to increase in this proportion for many 
years, perhaps for a century. The vast, unsettled interior of North 
America will accommodate with ease all the millions which would be 
produced during that period, by such a rate of increase. Let us cal- 
culate, then, according to this proportion. In 1810, the population was 
seven millions. In 1925, it will be two hundred and twenty-four mil- 
lions. ‘This last number scattered over a territory of more than three 
nullion sqaare miles, would average seventy to each mile; a population 
about as dense as that of Massachusetts Proper, and as the average 
of all Europe. 

This view of our population presents considerations of prime im- 
portance to those who are exerting themselves for the happiness of their 
fellow-men. Let it be remembered, that this mass of people, composing 
more than one quarter of the human race, will ¢onsist of the grand chil- 
dren and great grand children of the generation now on the stage; that 
they will imbibe from us their moral and religious principles; that their 
character will be moulded in our institutions, and receive all the im- 
pression of our virtues and our vices. If we neglect the education of 
the rising generation, they will be ignorant. Jf we permit a single 
district to remain destitute of ministers, a little empire will soon be 
Without a preached Gospel. If we suffer the Sabbath to be violated, 
one quarter of the world will soon be Sabbath-breakers. The impor- 
tance of every action which we perform, of every word which we utter, 
‘Ss Magnified an hundred fold from the relation in which we stand. How 
does the sin of Adam swell beyond conception, when we view him as 
the father of his race, and entailing upon countless millions the fruits 
of his disobedience. And surely, next to the sin of Adam will be ours, 
U'the future millions of this new world should perish from our neglect. 
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We may derive another motive for exertion from the age in which 
we live. In every former period of the world, the philanthropist, who 
has wept over the miseries of his fellow-creatures, has wept in despair, 
But we have fallen upon happier days. Every thing around us indj. 
cates that the reign of darkness is coming to a close. The institutions 
of cruelty, as old as the deluge, and which have stood firm amid the 
convulsions of an hundred ages, are now shaken to their foundations, 
The fountains of the moral deep are breaking up. ‘The world is form. 
ing anew. ‘The men of this generation will be the patriarchs of the 
millennial age. ‘To us is committed the high office of forming the in. 
stitutions of the last times. The happiness of the millennium is to be 
proportioned to our efforts. ‘The impression which we leave will en- 
dure forever. M. N, 


For the Panoplist, 
ADVANTAGES OF SICKNESS. 


Or the numberless excellences of Christianity, one which speaks with 
endearing emphasis to the humble disciple is the cheering consolation 
it imparts in the season of his severest sufferings. In his most excru- 
Ciating pains, if his faith be unshaken, some beams of heavenly efful- 
gence break through the clouds which obscure his worldly prospects, 
and sustain his courage, while he encounters the storms of adversity, 

A situation in which many are placed at some period of life, but from 
which my own experience induces the opinion, that we seldom receive 
all the instruction it is adapted to communicate, is that of sickness, 
This should be numbered among the several forms of discipline, by 
which we are taught the needful but neglected lesson, that a land of 
trial is not the place of our rest. Though it often leaves the hard 
heart still harder, the stupid conscience more unsusceptible of reproof, 
and the whole man farther from God than before, still, such are not its 
ordinary effects on the mind once effectually humbled at the foot of the 
cross. He, who has learned quiet and unconditional submission to a 
sovereign God, attended by those luminous discoveries of his dreadful 
depravity, by which he has clearly seen, that he is a guilty rebel and 
cannot purchase a discharge, miserable and the author of his own 
wretchedness, is prepared to acquire some wholesome instruction in the 
school of affliction. Nor, if the learner makes any progress under 4 
tuition so apparently severe, can he justly claim any merit; but is more 
ready than ever to join in the acclamation of those, whose song is; 
‘«sNot unto us, O Lord, not unto us.” 

When disease does not impair the intellectual powers, it affords 4 
suspension from the importunities of business necessary to the acquisl- 
tion of self-knowledge, and the duties of self-examination. The man, 
whose affairs run in the smooth current of uninterrupted prosperity, 
seldom directs a thought towards the approaching hour of dissolution, 
the solemnities of a day of judgment, or the employments of an here- 
after. The soul can no better support without injury the splendor of 
worldly success, and the flatteries that attend it, than the eye can en- 
dure the full blaze of a meridian sun. The person who has any good 
degree of intimacy with his own heart needs not be told how difficult 1" 
is, for one whose labors are employed and his affections engrossed in 
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the calls of business, or the interruptions of company, to maintain that 
pure and holy intercourse with his Maker, by which he is to expect 
such an assimilation to his character or a fitness for the joys of his 

resence. Even among those whom charity pronounces the fairest 
candidates for a region of purity, few keep so loose a hold of the world 
as to need no monitors of the transitory nature of the objects around 
them, and of the precarious tenure by which they are holden. How- 
ever easy the confession may escape our lips, we donot often act as if the 

resent state was a pilgrimage; we do but half believe that the fondest 
of earthly hopes should be entertained with caution, that our most dar- 
ling idols are dust, and perish with the using. 

Now the Christian, who may have climbed so high in the scale of 
earthly bliss that his head becomes giddy with his elevation, greatly 
needs some admonition of his residence on this side of Jordan, and in 
aland of strangers. If his eye be not stedfastly fixed on the land of 
promise, he will become willing to fix his residence in the desert. 
Though he have stronger reasons for tranquillity than many others, 
nevertheless, he has much to fear. ‘The suffering sustained in this frail 
tenement of clay kindly advises him of its perishable nature, bids him 
anticipate the fall of so feeble an edifice, and to seek a shelter in a house 
made without hands, in that city whose builder and maker is God. 

Let us here notice a very common delusion existing in the monstrous 
notion, that corporeal suffering in some sense atones for sin. Perhaps 
not very many professing Christians would in so many words make 
the explicit declaration, that a few tears evtorted by pain will wash 
away the p*"utions of a guilty life; but if not formally taught from the 
pulpit, nor -ublicty inculcated in the maxims of morality, it seems, 
nevertheless, to hold a place in the secret creed of no small number. 
How many times have I heard it said, of some one who has endured a 
distressing sickness, that ‘his sufferings are almost finished,” ‘that he 
is going to receive his reward;” that «so much heroism and fortitude 
will meet a proper recompense,” &c. all intimating the belief, that God 
is obliged to recompense so much merit with the happiness of heaven. 
Such whinings of pity and pretended effusions of charity, as represent 
man more compassionate than the Almighty, are, notwithstanding the 
soft names they assume, the genuine offspring of rebellion and unbelief. 
They look to an imaginary Deity, who is either too indifferent to the 
conduct of his creatures to take much notice of sin, or too indulgent to 
maintain the dignity of his government, by inflicting his threatened ven- 
geance on the head of the transgressor. Z. Y. 


For the Panoplist. 
LETTER TO A BROTHER. 


“Beware what earth calls happiness, beware 
All joys, but joys that never can expire. 

Who builds on less than an immortal base, 
Fond as he seems, condemns his joys to death.” 


My dear brother, 
In my former communications it was my purpose to exhibit for your 
Consideration, from the light of the divine word, such arguments against 
© practice of those professors of religion who allow themselves to par: 
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take the amusements of the theatre, as might, if duly weighed, induce 
you to withdraw your support from that fountain of iniquity. Whether 
my feeble efforts have produced, in any degree, a conviction upon your 
mind, so desirable among your Christian brethren, or any change jp 
your practice, bam uninformed. However, t cannot avoid cherishing 
the hope. that in process of time a revolution shall have been Wrought 
i your views, Which will not only gladden the hearts of Christians, 
bat occasion an increased rapture among the angels in heaven. 

Thousands of our fellow-creatures have, beyond doubt, dated the 
commencement of their ruin at the theatre; and be assured, that acon. 
tinuation of your patronage of that nursery of vice will as certainly 
accelerate your own ruin as that of your predecessors, Whatever a). 
plause you may now receive from a fashionable world. In contemplat. 
ing the mischief produced by your example, it would be judged com. 
paratively small were it confined to the few who compose your house- 
hold, though here we should have much to deepiy lament; but when we 
look further, and behold multitudes whose souls are alike precious with 
ours. graduating their conduct altogether by your scale, our hearts are 
overwhelmed with distress in the anticipation of their awful doom 
beyond the grave, 

Many there are, who, from their solemn profession, regular attend- 
ance on the Sabbath at the house of God, and strict observance of some 
divine ordinances, have encouraged expectations favorable to the cause 
of truth: but who are found on other days among the scoffers at religion, 
and whatever shall oppose a barrier to the uncontrolled indulgence of 
sinful passions, and who would, if possible, expunge from the Sacred 
Oracles every denunciation against the enemies of God. How can 
these be the friends of nim who commanded his disciples to place no 
attachment on the world, assuring them in the most direct terms, that 
they could not serve two masters? How do they regard the declara- 
tion of the Apostie, that if any man loved the world the love of the 
Father was not in him? And how can the friends of Jesus be otherwise 
than distressed, when they witness in a brother practices which demon- 
strate a love of the world far beyond the interests of Immanuel’s king- 
dom? Probably millions will be found in future ages among the slaves 
of Satan, and with him consigned over to endless wretchedness, who, 
but for the influence of your individual example upon the minds and 
conduct of their ancestors, would have been numbered among the 
brightest tuminaries of the Christian church. 

A situation cannot easily be conceived more dreadful than that ofa man 
who has the form of godliness, but is altogether ignorant of its powers 
even confining our judgment of his case to the present life; but when 
we extend our thoughts into the future world, and there view him at 
the left hand of his righteons Judge, having nothing in prospect but 
«blackness of darkness forever,” our souls are filled with the keenest 
anguish, 

QO then, my beloved brother, no longer associate with characters who 
are at bitter enmity with God, who obey not the truths but have pleas- 


ure in unrighteousness, 
“The world’s infectious; few bring back at eve 
Tmmactlate, the manners of the morn. 
Something we thought is blotted; we resolv’d 
Is shaken; we renounce’d, returns again'” 
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Blame not your brother for his deep solicitude to become an instru- 
ment in snatching you from the path leading to irretrievable ruin. 
Your destiny once fixed by your final Judge must remain forever un- 
changeable, No answer of comfort was given to Dives, when he called 
sy earnestly on Abraham to send by the hands of Lazarus a drop of 
water to cool his tongue. Being clothed in purple and fine linen, and 
faring sumptuously every day, can never screen a rebellious soul from 
the vengeance of God. Speaking of those who were void of under- 
standing, whose vine was of the vine of Sodom, and of the fields of 
Gomorrah, the holy Prophet says, «their feet shall slide in due time, 
the day of their calamity is at hand.” And we find, from the whole 
tenor of the divine word, that a tremendous weight of woe will be de- 
nounced upon the despisers of God’s admonitions. And now permit 
me to ask, how far you have been, in practice, from such characters? 
However respectable may be your standing as a member of the visible 
church, in view of those who sit with you at the same sacrament table, 
if in heart and practice as well as profession *you shall not honor the 
name of the Lord, how can you expect a seat at his right hand among 
his “little flock’? who in their earthly pilgrimage have made it their 
meat and their drink to do his will? Living and dying without re- 
pentance, an Impassable guif must separate you from the friends of 
the Savior. In the regions of darkness and despair you will unavail- 
ingly lament your renunciation of Gospel admonitions and instructions, 
and having chosen for your companions the avowed cnemies of the 
Cross. ‘The subtle adversary of souls watches with,increasing vigi- 
iance the foot-steps of the professed friends of our dear Lord; nor are 
his ‘fiery darts” ever aimed with any prospect of success, except when 
le meets them at a distance from their Shepherd’s fold. While among 
those who are enlisted under the prince of darkness, how can the child 
of grace preserve a heart uncontaminated by the surrounding example? 
At such places he will inevitably imbibe sentiments destructive to his 
peace, which gaining strength by every indulgence, must issue in the 
entire overthrow of his most flattering expectations, that while living 
the life of the wicked he might «die the death of the righteous.” My 
dear friend, [ conjure you affectionately to examine the present paths 
of your feet. In the fear of God, and with his word in your hands, 
seek a true knowledge of yourself. Ask not what course of life will 
secure you the approbation of man «who is crushed before the moth.’’ 
His opinions, when at war with the testimony of God, must be instantly 
rejected. I am fearful, my dear brother, that you have not given a 
due portion of your time to a diligent and prayerful examination of the 
divine word; this, and this only, you profess to receive as the man ot 
your counsel, and as able to make you wise unto salvation through 
faith in its glorious Author. Then be not reluctant any longer to search 
this volume. You will find it to discriminate with a precision which 
cannot be mistaken, except by the wilfully blind, between the friends 
and enemies of our blessed Redeemer. The present condition of the 
Christian churches in this place is truly lamentable. Many members, 
who would be wounded to the heart were we to doubt their safety, are 
inthe habit of restraining prayer, and have no mark to distinguish 
‘hem from the world, but their punctuality in the observances of 








a i ag en eae 
+ 2, See 
pe ONE athe ™ 










































TT. 
4 , 
PO a 

nlp zee Son 
= ee 








ee Se 
Fr 


——e 
— 
— s 


aes 


i ; — 


‘ “- . % 
a ee = - 


2 
o 2$ca 


rs She 


— = 
= 


~~ 
~ 


a ae 


SS 


2 *: 
- 
: ‘ 3 = 
tL. ee 
OS ne 
te a.” g=> 
, | = + eos 
a ' 
e ~<- —— 
— 






























158 Letter ta a Brother. Apri, 


the ordinances of God’s house. Away from these they furnish 
melancholy evidence that they are indeed strangers to the spirit 
of the Gospel! You, my dear friend, have long since enlisted undey 
tle banners of the Prince of Peace; to the best interests of his king. 
dom have you declared a perpetual allegiance. In your petitions be. 
fore the “great congregation’ you have entreated that God would 
teach you his way, and shew you his paths, that from the infinite fy}. 
ness of his grace he would enable you in all things to adorn the doc. 
trine of our divine Master, so that no room should be left for any one 
to cast reproachupon the Christian name, on account of your example; 
but that your devotedness of heart to the honor of the dear Redeemer, 
might lead you to embrace all suitable opportunities for the diffusion 
in the breasts of others a supreme love of that truth, by which Christ 
frees his people from the slavish bondage of the world. 

Having outwardly joined the people of God in their petitions, how 
melancholy must be their reflection, that the heart liad received no imn- 
pression corresponding With the utterance of the lips. The very first 
enticement presented before you, by those who are «lovers of pleasure 
more than lovers of God,’”? met your ready compliance, and with them 
you entered again that house within whose walls a prayer never was 
uttered, although a form in solemn mockery has often been used by 
the most dissipated wretches for the entertainment of the audience; an 
audience generally termed polite, and by some perhaps named 
Christian! ! 

Suffer me, in conclusion of my subject, and for the last time proba- 
bly, to intreat your immediate abandonment of the theatre. «Escape 
for thy life’? a course which your own experience, joined with that of 
thousands, has proved altogether inadequate to supply the soul with any 
substantial comfort. The shadow has betrayed many an inconsiderate 
youth to leave the substance, against the urgent remonstrances of their 
pious friends, supported by the munition of rocks. Indeed, my dear 
brother, «vanity and vexation of spirit” is inscribed on every mean of 
gratification not having other support than “the tradition of men 
and rudiments of the world.’”? Our blessed Lord hath informed us, 
that he *‘putteth forth his own sheep and goeth before them, and they 
follow him, because they know his voice; a stranger will they not fol- 
low, but will flee from bim; for they know not the voice of strangers.” 
Now permit me to ask, whether you can perceive in your own heart an 
evidence that you have received the spirit of adoption? If so, you 
know the voice of the great Shepherd, and you will follow him. You 
will not find him at the theatre; but wherever two or three have met 
together in his name, and there you will resort as Lydia did at the 
water’s side, where prayer was wont to be made. 

That what has been sown in much weakness in this and the preced- 
ing letters, with a design to advance your highest happiness, mays 
through the influences of the blessed Spirit, be raised in power; that all 
obstacles which threaten to impede your progress, and «block up the 
pass” which leads to mansions of eternal rest and Joy, may be removed 
by um™ who «guards the way and guides” hig children home; that we 
may soon acknowledge one Lord, one faith, and one baptism,” evel 
that of the Holy Ghost; and that we may finally enter the leay 
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enly Zion with songs and everlasting joy upon our heads, will God of 
his infinite mercy grant, for his sake who hath said, **He that over- 
cometh the same shall be clothed in white raiment, and I will! not blot 
out his name out of the book of life, but I will confess his name before 
my Father, and before his angels.” 

Your affectionate brother, Fe Ue Ke 


REVIEWS. 


CX. A series of Ditcourses on the Christian Revelation, viewed in connexion 
with the Modern Astronomy. By THomMas CHALMERS, D. D. Minisier of the 
Tron Church, Glasgow. New-York: Kirk & Mercein. 1817. pp. 275. 

Tue champions of infidelity have had their day, and have not been 
backward to exhibit the trophies of their short-lived and inglorious 
triumphs. Scorning the light of heaven, reflected from the sacred vol- 
ume, they have, nevertheless, availed themselves of it, to plant their 
artillery against revelation upon the mouldering bulwarks of super- 
stition, and the leftiest heights of science. With Voltaire at their head, 
and the effigies of Hume upon their banner, they were, during the lat- 
ter half of the last century, but more especially towards the close of it, 
flushed with the most extravagant hopes. Every copy of the Scrip- 
tures, Was, as they fondly imagined, shorily to be consigned to the 
flames; all the institutions of Christianity were to be subverted, and 
reason was henceforth to sit proudly enthroned upon their ruins, 

But “the triumphing of the wicked is short!”? ‘The forces of infi- 
delity have been driven, by the soldiers of the cross, from their strong- 
est positions, and Dr. Chalmers must now be enrolled with those skil- 
ful warriors, who, aving seized upon their arms, have successfully 
turned them against the enemy. From the specimens which he has 
given, of his dexterity and prowess, in the work before us, some tole- 
rable idea may be formed, of the splendid triumphs which this new 
champion might achieve, had those who took the ficld at an earlier 
period been less active, or less successful in the same sacred warfare. 

Indeed, this is not Dr. Chalmers’ first effort in defence of our holy 
religion, and most devoutly do we hope, that it may not be his fast. 
He has for some years been known to the public as the author of the 
article entitled, Christianity, in the Edinburgh Encyclopedia, which 
has since been printed in a separate form, and which ought to have a 
conspicuous place in every theological library. In that almost incom- 
parable manual, Dr. Chalmers has exhibited the originality and dis- 
crimination of his active and powerful mind on a subject, which had 
employed some of the ablest pens in the world, and on which, we be- 
lieve, it was generally thought, that little or nothing remained to be 
said. Ifhis leading argument upon the authenticity of the Gospel is 
not new, it certainly exhibits, in all its prominent features, the plastic 
hand of a master. If he has not furnished the friends of Revelation 
With a new suit of armour, he has new-polished that in which he found 
them clad; and has made almost every joint more compact and secure 
than it was before. If he has added nothing to the weapons of their 
Warfare, he has given an edge and a point to those weapons, which 
their enemies will find it more difficult than ever to resist. 
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It is well known, that the scientific impugners of Revelation haye 
expected to derive inuch aid to their unholy cause, from the rapid jy. 
provements and discoveries of Geologists, Antiquarians, Naturalists 
Travellers, Chemists and Circumnavigators. Accordingly, when the 
fabulous chronology of the Chinese and Hindoos, tracing back their 
origin, thousands, and even millions of years beyond the Mosaic date 
of the creation, was first known in Europe, how did the «armies of the 
aliens” exult over the Bible, as an undoubted forgery, which must 
henceforth be abandoned by its warmest apologists, and fall into merit. 
ed oblivion, But the indefatigable researches of Sir William Jones, 
and of other learned men following in the same track, have resulied 
in the complete overthrow of this vaunted argument, by reducing the 
boasted antiquity of the oldest Asiatic empires, considerably below the 
period, assigued by Moses, tu the generai deluge. 

In the same manner, have more recent discoveries confuted the ap. 
gument, which had been industriously formed out of certain volcanir 
strata, which, it was alleged, must have been accumulating dur. 
ing a much longer period, than the Scriptures assign as the age 
of the world. ‘Thus, we may add, have all the momentary ex. 
ultations of infidelity been turned into shame and defeat, by more ex- 
tended and accurate investigations. Thus have her fondest hopes, 
resting upon the unparalleied rapidity of modern improvements and 
discoveries, beeu utterly disappointed. So far are the enemies of our 
faith from gaining any support from these sources, that every year, 
and almost every book of travels, geology, antiquities, and philology, 
furnishes Christians with new facts, to confirm their belief in the truth 
and inspiration of the Sacred Volume. 

in this state of things, it was to be expected, that those, «‘who hate 
the light and will not come to the light,’? would have recource to con- 
jectures and hypotheses, the very boldness and splendor of which, 
might, under the specious pretext of high and consistent views of the 
character and perfections of God, flatter the intellectual pride of some, 
aud overpower the untutored minds of others. Accordingly, some of 
the philosophical disciples of Hume and of Voltaire, having laboriously 
contuted themselves amid the ruins of Pompeii and Herculaneum, hav- 
ing discovered innumerable organic remains of the antediluvian 
world, in the quarries of France and Italy, meeting every where in 
their travels, with new proots of a general deluge; dismayed by every 
ray of light which is thrown upon the origin of Tanguages and of na- 
tions; and despairing of succors from those experiments and discove- 
ries, which they had fondly regarded as natural allies; they have sud- 
deuly mounted the Royal Observatories of Greenwich and Paris, and 
seizing the powerful telescope of Herschel, have eagerly sought lor 
objections against the Bible, among the myriads of stars and systebis; 
which God has hung upon nothing, in the regions of infinite space. 

‘How small, how insignificant, they exclaim, is this earth on which 
we dwell, in comparison with the eighty millions of suns, which moder 
astronomy has discovered in a field, that after all, bears no proportiol 
to those innumerable regions which stretch beyond. Surely the Scrip- 
tures cannot be true. " They put a value upon this little speck, which 
it does not deserve. It is incredible, that God should bestow so much 
care upon a worthless atom, as the Bible represents; above all, thas 
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the great Eternal should stoop from his throne in the heavens, to save 
its guilty population. This is, for substance, the infidel objection, which, 


Dr. Chalmers observes, is often met with in conversation, and which 


he thinks deserving of a formal answer. He enters upon the subject, 


: like a man who is sure of hisaim. Instead of attempting to evade the 


imposing force of the infidel objection, he in the first place, cheerfully 
grants more than those who bring it forward could possibly claim. It 
would seem, indeed, that when this fearless champion of the cross 
came to reconnoitre the ground, his compassion was so much excited 
by the weakness of the enemy’s position, that he could not refrain 
from volunteering, to assist in strengthening it. Nor are we disposed 
to blame him for this extraordinary gratuity. He meant to strike a 
decisive blow, by attacking the forces of infidelity with their own wea- 
pons; by vanquishing them on the field which they had deliberately 
chosen; and inspite of all the aids and advantages which he had pre- 
viously afforded them;—indulgences which they can scarcely hope to 
enjoy on any future occasion. 

The first discourse, in the volume before us, is entitled, «4 sketch of 
the modern astronomy,’ and is founded on that glowing exclamation of 
the Psalmist, viii. 3, 4, hen I consider thy heavens, the work of thy 
fingers, the moon and the stars which thou hast ordained; what is man 


‘that thou art mindful of him, ard the son of man that thow visitest him?” 


We are not aware, that any thing on the same subject, superior to this 
“sketch,” can be adduced from the whole circle of English literature. 
The hand that drew it must have been guided by a discriminating and 
powerful mind. Such clear and familiar statements and illustrations, 
united with such bold and overpowering conceptions, we have rarely 
met with. Fired with the grandeur of his theme, Dr. Chalmers 
«Leaves this worthless world afar,” and, on the pinions of an imagi- 
nation which never tires, expatiates with increasing wonder and de- 
light among the remotest discoveries of the telescope. The natural 
tendency of his genius is the upward flight of an cagle; of an eagle 
nurtured among the frowning crags of his own native country, and ac- 
customed to leave its highest mountains far out of sight, and almust to 
dwell in those blue ethereal regions, which clouds never darken, and 
storms never agitate. Unaccustomed as we are to a flight so elevated 
and sublime, gladly would we, for present use, «pluck a quill’? from 
the same adventurous wing, that we might fuilow Dr. Chalmers, 
though at a humble distance, and in suitable language, present our 
readers with the overpowering result of his astronomical contempla- 
tions. 

We shall attempt a very brief analysis of his masterly «sketch of 
the modern astronomy,” partly in our own words, but chiefly in hisown 
rich and magnificent diction. 'The most careless observer of the hea- 
yens, in a clear night, must be struck with the twinkling splendors that 
every where meet his eye. Curiosity is awakened, and the question 
naturally occurs; what can these lights he? Are they mere lucid points 
in the firmament, or are they great. gtobes, which appear small to us, 
only on account of their immense distances? the answer of experience 
is, that every visible object appears less im magnitude, as it recedes 
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APRIL, 


from the eye. Now by the rules of geometry, or a certain process of 
measurement, first the distance, and then the magnitude of some of 
the heavenly bodies, has been ascertained. To begin with the sun, 
though it appears so small to the human cye, it is really an immense 
globe, exceeding, by many thousands of times, the dimensions of the 
earth. ‘The moon also has the magnitude of a world, and even a few of 
those stars, which appear like so many lucid points to the unassisted 
eye of the observer, expand into large circles upon the application of 
the telescope, and are, some of them, much larger than the ball which 
we tread upon, and which we proudly call the universe. 

Now what is the fair and obvious analogical inference? This earth 
is inhabited, it is surrounded by other balls, of equal, or superior mag. 
nitude, from which it would either be invisible, or appear only as a lit. 
tlestar. Is this then, the exclusive abode of life and intelligence?  s 
one little portion of the solar system inhabited, and is all the rest a 
wide unpeopled solitude? 


“Why should we think that the great Architect of Nature, supreme in wis- 
dom as he is in power, would call these stately mansions into existence, and 
leave them unoccupied? When we cast our eye oyer the broad sea, and look at 
the country on the other side, we see nothing but the blue land stretching over 
the distant horizon, Weare too far away to perceive the richness of its scenery, 
or to hear the sound of its population. Why not extend this principle to the 
still more distant parts of the universe? What though, from this remote point 
of observation, we cau sce nething but the naked roundness of yon planetary 
orbs? Are we therefore to say, that they are so many vast and unpeopled soli- 
tudes; that desolation reigns li every part of the universe but ours; that the 
whole energy of the divine attributes is expended on one insignificant corner of 
these mighty works; and that to Uits earth alone belongs the bloom of vegeta- 
tion, or the blesseduess of life, or the dignity of rational and immortal existence?” 
pp. 26, 27. 


But something more than mere magnitude can be alleged im favor 
of the idea, that the planets are inhabited. Each of them, like the 
earth, turns round upon its own axis. Each therefore must have its 
day and night. They all perform their stated revolutions round the 
sun, and of course may be supposed to have the same vicissitudes of 
the seasons which we experience. Now we can see in these great ar- 
rangements, that God has done the same things for the accommodation 
of the planets, which he has done for the earth which we inhabit. 
What is the fair inference? Does the resemblance hold no further? 
Shall we say, that the greater part of creation is an empty parade; 
and that no wershipper of Jehovah exists through the wide extent of 
yon immeasurable regions? 

But the growing perfection of the telescope discovers to us new 
points of resemblance. By the help of that instrument we can set, 
that one of the planets has its mountains and vallies; that another 1s 
surrounded by an atwosphere, which may support respiration; that 
over a third clouds are formed which may «‘water the ridges and soft- 
en the furrows thereof,” and that a white color spreads over the 
northern regions of a fourth, as its winter advances, and disappears on 
the approach of summer. 


“Who shall assign a limit to the discoveries of future ages? Who can pre” 
scribe to science her boundaries, or restrain the uctive and insatiable curiosity © 
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man within the circle of his present acquirements? ; We may guess with plausi- 
bility what we cannot anticipate with confidence. he day may yet be coming, 
when our instruments of observation shall beinconceivably more powerful. They 
may ascertain still more decisive points of resemblance. They may resolve the 
game question by the evidence of sense, which is now so abundantly convincing 
by the evidence of analogy. They may lay open to us the unquestionable ves- 
tiges of art, and industry, and intelligence. We may see summer throwing Its 

reen mantle over these mighty tracts, and we may see them left naked and 
colorless after the flush of vegetation has disappeared. In the progress of years, 
or of centuries, we may trace the hand of cultivation spreading a new aspect 
over some portion of a planetary surface. Perhaps some large city,-the me- 
tropolis of a mighty empire, may expand into a visible spot by the powers of 
come future telescope. Perhaps the glass of some observer in a distant age, may 
enable him to construct the map of another world, and to lay down the surtace of 
it in all its minute and topical varieties. But there is no end of conjecture, and 
to the men of other times we leave the full assurance of what we can assert with 
the highest probability, that yon planetary orbs are so many worlds, that they 
teem with life, and that the mighty Being, who presides in high authority over 
this scene of grandeur and astonishment, has there planted the worshippers of 
his glory.”—pp. 31, 32. 


Did the limits of our solar system ccnstitute the utmost boundaries 
of astronomical discoveries, there would be more than enough to jus- 
tify the exclamation of the Psalmist, «*What is man that thou art mind- 
ful of hime”? For were this great globe, as we call it, with all its 
mighty burden of oceans and continents, and with all its myriads of 
people, to sink into annihilation, there are some worlds, where an 
event so awful to us would be unnoticed and unknown, and others, 
where it wold be nothing more than the disappearance of a little star, 
which had ceased from its twinkling. 

But is there nothing beyond these limits? What then are these lights 
which sparkle in our firmament; which pay no homage to the sun; 
but each of which, like the independent sovereign of his own territory, 
appears to occupy the same inflexible position in the regions of immen- 
sity. What can we make of these innumerable fires, lighted up in 
distant parts of the universe? Were they made only to shed a feeble 
glimmering over an atom, a mote, which from distant parts, even of 
our own system, is but just visible in the sun beam? 


_ “The first thing which strikes a scientific observer of the fixed stars, is their 
immeasurable distance. Ifthe whole planetarv system were lighted up into a 
globe of fire, it would exceed, by many millions of times, the magnitude of this 
world, and yet appear only a small lucid point from the nearestof them. If a 
body were projected from the sun with the velocity of a cannon ball, it would 
take hundreds of thousands of years before it described that mighty interval, 
which separates the nearest of the fixed stars from our sun and from our system. 
If this earth, which moves at more than the inconceivable velocity of a million and 
a half miles a day, were to be hurried from its orbit, and to take the same rapid 
flight over this immense tract, it would not have arrived at the termination of its 
journey, after taking all the time that has elapsed since the creation of the world. 
hese are great numbers, and great calculations, and the mind feels its own im 
potency in attempting to grasp them. We can state them in words. We can 
exhibit them in figures. We can demonstrate them by the powers of a most 
rigid and infallible geometry. But no human fancy can summon up a lively or 
an adequate conception—can roam in its ideal flight over this immeasurable lurge- 
hess—can take in this mighty space in all its srandeur, and in all its immensity — 
_ ‘nip. the outer boundaries of such a creation—or lift itself up to the majesty 
that great and invisible arm on which al! ‘s suspended.’*—np, 25, %. 
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These numbers and calculations, overwhelming as they are, reg} 
upon the basis of «a most rigid and infallible geometry.” The fixeq 
stars then must be masses of immense magnitude, or they could not be 
seen from our earth. They must be luminous bodies in themselves, fo, 
no reflected light could make them visible. They sparkle with no bor. 
rowed brilliancy, but are so many bright suns, each throned in the 
centre of his own dominions, and pouring a flood of light over his own 
portion of these illimitable regions. Between these far distant orbs, 
and the solar star which forms the centre of our planetary system, as. 
tronomy has discovered one striking point of resemblance. Our sup 
turns round upon himself in a regular period of time. On his surface 
are many dark spots, and these are sometimes visible to the naked eye, 
If there were more of these spots upon one side than upon another, he 
would alternately present a brighter and a fainter appearance, in his 
stated revolutions. Now some of the fixed stars actually present us 
with periodical variations of light. At one time they emit the splen- 
dor of a star of the first, or second magnitude, and, by and by, almost 
fade from our view. One, at ¢east, is quite lost for a season, to the 
naked eye, but is still seen by the telescope, and at length reappears in 
his own place, and, after a regular lapse of days and hours, recovers 
his original brightness. From this we infer, that each of the fixed 
star's, like the sun, turns round upon its own axis. 


“Shall we say then, of these vast luminaries, that they were created in vain? 
Were they called into existence for no other purpose than to throw a tide of use- 
less splendor over the solitudes of immensity? Our sun is only one of these lumi- 
naries, and we know that he has worlds in his train. Why should we strip the 
rest of this princely attendance? Why may not each of them be the centre of his 
own system, and give light to his own worlds? It is true that we see them not, 
but could the eye of man take its flight into those distant regions, it should lose 
sight of our little world before it reached the outer limits of our system—the 
greater planets should disappear in their turn—before it had described a small 
portion of that abvss which separates us from the fixed stars, the sun should de- 
cline into a little spot, and all its splendid retinue of worlds be lost in the obscur- 
ity of distance—he should at lastshrink into a small indivisible atom, and all that 
could be seen of this magnificent system should be reduced to the glimmering of 2 
little star. Why resist any longer the grand and interesting conclusion? Each 
of these stars may be the token of a system as vast and as splendid asthe one 
which we inhabit. Worlds roll in these distant regions; and these worlds must 
be the mansions of life and of intelligence. In yon gilded canopy of heaven we see 
the broad aspect of the universe, where each shining point presents us witha 
sun, and each sun with a system of worlds—where the Divinity reigns in all the 
grandeur ot his attributes—where he peoples immensity with his wonders, and 
travels in the greatness of his strength through the dominions of one vast and un- 
limited mcnarchy.”—pp. 40, 41. 


But why should we confine our contemplations within the range of 
the telescope? Who will undertake to set bounds to immensity? Why 
may there not be myriads of suns and systems, beyond the remotest 
star that has yet been discovered? Who can tell, whether the loftiest 
human imagination has ever yet passed the frontier provinces of Je- 
hovah’s dominions? 

From the fact, that the stars in one quarter of the heavens appear; in 
the progress of ages, to be receding from each other, and in the opp9- 
site quarter to be approaching each other, Dr. Chalmers derives 4 
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strong probability, that the solar system is moving, in common with 
millions of other systems, perhaps, around some distant centre, whose 
mighty influences they all obey, just as the tributaries of the sun yield 
to his attractive power. 

«There is room for all this in immensity, and there is argument for 
all this in the records of actual observation; and from the whole of 
this speculation do we gather new emphasis to the lesson, how minute 
is the place, and how secondary is the importance of our world, amid 
the glories of such a surrounding magnificence’? But Dr. Chalmers 
has carried his speculations still higher. ‘The discovery of the nebulae, 
has, he supposes, given us reason to think, that instead of being placed 
about equi-distant from each other, the stars are arranged into dis- 
tinct clusters-—that in the same manner, as the distance of the nearest 
fixed stars marks the separation of the solar systems, so the distance of 
two contiguous clusters may mark an immensely wider, and an equally 
distinct separation of those clusters, and thus constitute each of them 
a member of a higher and more extended arrangement. ‘This carries 
us up through another ascending step, in the scale of magnificence, and 
Jeaves us in doubt at last, whether we have more than just entered 
upon the amazing progression. 

All that “eye hath seen, or that it hath entered into the heart of man 
to conceive,’? may be so small in comparison with the whole created 
universe, thatil this earth and these heavens were to pass away; if 
thrice eighty millions of suns were to be extinguished; to that eye 
which takes in immensity, the solitude that would be left might appear 
only as a small unoccupied point! Whai then is man? What is the 
whole globe which he inhabits? ‘The universe would suffer as little, 
in its splendor and variety, by its destruction, as the verdure and sub- 
lime magnitude of a forest would suffer by the fall of a single leaf.’ 

This brings us to the astronomical objection, to which we are in- 
debted for these elegant and pupular discourses. 


“Is it likely, says the infidel, that God would send his eternal Son, to die for 
the puny occupiers of soinsignificant a province in the mighty field of his crea- 
tion? Are we the befitting objects of so great and so signal an interposition? Does 
vot the largeness of that field which astronomy lays open to the view of modern 
science, throw a suspicion over the truth of the Gospel history; and how shall 
we reconcile the greatness of that wonderful movemeut which was made in hea- 
ven for the redemption of fallen man, with the comparative meanness and ob- 
scurity of owr species?”—p, 54. 


Who else could have placed this objection in so strong a point of 
light as Dr. Chalmers has done? What infidel ever yet clothed it with 
equal plausibility? If it cannot stand on this «vantage ground,” and 
Supported by such an arm, vain must be the hopes and efforts of its 
friends. But it cannot stand even here; for the same might that 
placed it so high, has, as we shall see hereafter, signally triumphéd in 
its overthrow. 

Dr.Chalmers’ second discourse is entitled, “Tne MoDESTY OF TRUE 
SCIENCE,” from 1 Cor. viii, 2. Zf any man think that he knoweth any 
thing, he knoweth nothing yet as he ought to know. We are not aware, 
that a more elegant and discriminating eulogy of the cautious, induc- 
tive philosophy of Newton, than this discourse contains, can be found in 
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the writings of the ablest and most devoted of his disciples. The trye 
and imperishable glory of that great philosopher, consists quite as much 
Dr. C. thinks, in his modesty, as in his unparalleled discoveries, The 
most splendid and plausible theories could never seduce him to indulge 
in baseless speculations. He ventured, fearless of consequences, re 
far as evidence would carry him; but when that failed, there he stop. 
ped. Now the philosophical impugners of Revelation are the profes. 
sed admirers of Newton; and yet they are guilty of a wide departure 
from that great principle, which guided and limited all his specula. 
tions. The astronomical objection against the Bible consists in an ge. 
sertion and an arguinent. The assertion is, that Christianity is set 
up for the exclusive benefit of this solitary world. The argument is, 
that God would not lavish so much attention upon so insignificant a 
field”? Evenif we were to admit the assertion, we might deny the ar. 
gument. But how does the infidel know, that other worlds have no 
interest in the wonders of Redemption, which itus alleged have been 
displayed on this theatre? Asa philosopher he is bound to prove 
this. If he cannot substantiate the assertion by evidence, he must ei. 
ther take it back, or stand convicted of a notorious dereliction of the 
Newtonian philosophy. But he can bring forward no evidence to sup- 
port the assertion, The telescope has brought him no information con- 
cerning the point to be proved. Here then, might the friends of Re- 
velation take their stand. They might say, first shew us the proof 
from the discoveries of astronomy, that Ciiristianity is intended for 
the exclusive benefit of this world, and there will be time enough te 
consider the argument. 
(To be continued.) 


CX]. The Christian Orator; or a Collection of Seeches, delivered on frublic ce- 
casions, before Keligious Benevolent Societies. To which is fireficed an Abridg- 
ment of Walker’s Elements of Klocution. Designed for the use of Colleges, 
Academies, and Schocls. By A GENTLEMAN OF MASSACHUSETTS. Charlies: 
town, Mass. S. Etheridge. 1818. pp. 264. 1l2mo. Price $1 bound. 


Ir ought to have been expected before this Jate period, that ow 
school books should be more conformed, than they have been, to the 
new and interesting characteristics of the times. Too long have our 
youth been taught to declaim in the language of heathen warriors, or 
the speeches of modern politicians, from which every thing consonant 
to the spirit of Christianity is excluded. The mind of the pupil has 
been inflated with pride, roused to revenge, prompted to seek military 
renown, or stimulated to the pursuits of ambition, by those exercises 
in public speaking, which are necessary to the attainment of even the 
slightest proficiency in that most useful art. But what Christian does 
not know, that the passions just enumerated must be suppressed and 
mortified, rather than excited and fed, if we would have the heart and 
the life conformed to the example of Christ? The great business of 
beneficence is, to counteract and destroy those baleful influences, which 
naturally spring from admiring the fervid and energetic oration, 
written by the historian as from the mouths of Marius and Hannibal; 
or even from some of the splendid coruscations of Chatham and 
Burke. Probably there are few more striking proofs and illustrations 
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of the ascendency, which the spirit of the world has gained, and still 
holds, over the minds of most professed Christians, than are to be found 
in the character of school bovks, and the carelessness and inconsider- 
ation, With which teachers in a Christian country permit their pupils 
to form their habits of fecling, in accordance with heathen models. 
That books for the early instruction of youth have been improved of 
late we very gladly admit; but the course of improvement is by no 
means so rapid as could be desired. 

The little volume before us is a very useful, and we hope will be- 
come a very popular compilation. It contains speeches on the most 
important subjects, which can interest the hearts or employ the tongues 
of men or angels;s—speeches delivered before great-and admiring as- 
semblies, convened for the purpose of distributing the word of God 
through the world, or of sending messengers to proclaim the Gospel 
in regions, where the name of Christ is not known. The selection, 
however, is not confined to these topics. Of the seventy seven pieces, 
which are inserted, more than twenty are from the pen of Robert Hall, 
and are extracted from those sermons, with which he has roused and 
delighted the Christian world. Several extracts are also taken from 
sermons delivered by Dr. Dwight and Dr. Mason; concerning which 
itis no more than justice to say, that our country has occasion to be 
gratified with these specimens of what her sons can effect, in the way 
of terse and lucid narration, forcible argument, and eloquent exhorta- 
lion. 

The speeches, which were delivered before Bible and Missionary 
Societies have been published in the religious periodical works of the 
day. Some of them have enriched our pages. ‘Uhey were spoken by 
Mr. Grant, M1. (now Dr.) Chalmers, Mr. Thorp, Lord Teignmouth, 
Mr. Cotterell, Mr. Stephen, (not Stephens, as printed in the book before 
us,) and a considerable number -of other friends of these noble institu- 
tions. ‘They embrace most of the arguments and illustrations with 
Which the cause of the heathen, and of a world lying in wickedness, 
has been pleaded by the patrons of missions. 

The Christian Orator differs from most school books in this import- 
ant respect;—it is adapted to the instruction and improvement of per- 
sons of all ages and all characters. Many of the pieces are so full of 
thought, that they must always appear new and interesting. We are 
persuaded, that some of the extracts from Hall will increase, in the in- 
terest Which they excite, not only to the third or fourth, but to the 
twentieth perusal. 

We give as a specimen of the work an extract from a speech by 
Mr. Cotterell, delivered before a missionary association, in March, 
1817, 


1. “} will trespass upon your time, only while I notice one objection more. The 
“ause of this Society is affirmed to be hopeless. ‘Can the Ethiopian change his 
‘kin, or the leopard his spots? You may as well attempt to change the color of 
‘he idolater’s body, as to alter the complexion of his mind. ‘The Society may 
Compass sea and land without making one proselyte. ‘The enterprise is such as 
“ene will undertake bnt enthusiasts and madmen.” 

“. Mr. Chairmar, there are some persons whose organs of vision appear to 
Possess the extraordinary faculty of multiplving, magnifying, and creating diffi- 





s 

a) 
in. 
’ 





















































— 


~~ 


163 New Publications. Arnit, 


culties on every occasion. ‘The smallest indentations and protuberances which 
are seen on the surface of objects within their field of view, assume to their mi- 
€roscopic eyes the appearance of tremendous mountains, and caverns of impene- 
trable darkness. Wherever they look, they exclaim, ‘‘a lion is in the way.” 

3. Let me not be understood as meaning to insinuate that there are no difficul- 
ties in the way of this Society. There are, doubtless, many and great difficulties 
before it; so many and great, that I do not wonder that to the distempered eye 
of the natural man they should appear really insuperable. 

4 And insuperable in truth they would be, if nothing were opposed to them 
but human might. But not by might, nor by power, but by my Spirit, saith the 
Lord. That same Spirit, which in the beginning moved on the face of the deep, 
and brought order and beauty out of the confused chaos of all things, can, by 
moving on the face of the Gentile world, with equal ease, out of the mass of moral 
confusion bring forth equal order and beauty. 

5. ‘That same word which said ‘Let there be light and there was light,”’ can 
with no less rapidity scatter the darkness that covereth the nations, and cause 
light to shine out of it. Is any thing too hard for the Lord? Are the things which 
are impossible with men impossible with God? 

6. But why should we argue about possibilities or impossibilities? The cause 
of missions is the cause of God and of his Christ; and shall it not prosper? The 
thiog is true, for the mouth of the Lord inath spoken it. The event is not prob- 
lematical, but determined; not contingent, but certain. 

7. Impenetrable as in general to human cye is the veil that hangs over futurity, 
its skirts have been so far uplifted by the hand of prophecy, as to reveal to mor- 
tal view the more than earthly glory which beams behind it, and shall surround 
the latter days of the Sonof man. The heathen are given unto Christ for an 
inheritance, and the uttermost parts of the earth for his possession. The king- 
doms of this world are become the kingdoms of our Lord and of his Christ, and 
he shall reign for ever and ever. ‘he earth shall be full of the Knowledge of the 
Lord, as the waters cover the sea. 

8. Who that observes the signs of the times can help believing that the dawn 
of this glorious day hath already visited us? The star which has arisen in the 
East has begun to shed its radiance around it. The Redeemer has ascended his 
triumphal chariot, and many a trophy has been presented at his feet, as the 
earnest and pledge of the final victory that awaits him,” 


The Abridgement of Walker's Elements of Elocution will prove a 
help tofearners, while the Christian Orator presents to the youthful 
mind the finest examples of eloquence, and the noblest incentives to 
beneficnce and piety. 


NEW PUBLICATIONS. 


A plea for Africa. A Sermon preached October 26, 1817, in the first Presbyterian Church 
in the city of New York, before the Synod of New York and New Jersey, at the request of 
the Board of Directors of the African School established by the Synod. By Edward D. Grit- 
fin, D. D. Pastor of the second Presbyterian Church in Newark, New Jersey. Published by 
request of the Board. New York: Gould. 1817. pp. 74. ei 

A Sermon preached in Hadley, on Tuesday, Dec. 9, 1817, at the opening of Hopkins 
Academy in that town. By John Woodbridge, Pastor of the chureh in Hadley. Published at 
the request of the Trustees. Northampton: Thomas W. Shepard, & Co. 1818. pp. 16. 

Poems by Jacob Porter. Hartford: Peter B. Gleason, & Co. 1818. pp. 27. 

Lectures on the Millennium, by Joseph Emerson, lately Pastor of a Church in Beverly 
Boston: Samuel T. Armstrong. 1818. pp. 28°. 

‘The Christian Orator, or a Collection of Speeches, delivered on public occasions before Re- 
tixious Benevolent Societies. To which is prefixed an Abridgment of Walker’s Elements ot 
Fiecution. Designed for the use of Colleges, Academies and Schuols. By a Gentleman gt 
Massachusetts ; 

A. Finley, Philadelphia, has in the press and will shortly publish, The Advantage al 
Necessity of the Christian Revelation: By John Leland, D. D. Author of a View of Deistica 
Writers. 2 vols. 8vo. 

The Holy Bible, containing the Old and New Testaments, with Original Notes and nggl 
tical Observations. By Thomas Seott, D. D. Reetor of Aston Santord, Bucks, and Chraplam 0 
the Lock Hospital. In six volumes. Volumes 1, 5 and 6 are published. Volume 33 now 
the press, and will be published in May. Boston: S. ‘J. Armstrong. 1518. 
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TO CORRESPONDENTS. } 


THE two communications of PurLos have been received. One of them shall be 
‘nserted in our next; the disposition of the other we have not determined, but 
think it may appear in some future number. | 


From the Missionary Register. t 
HISTORIC VIEW OF THE PROGRESS OF THE GOSPEL. {ji i\ 


(Continued from fr. 127.) 


CENTURY X. i a 


Ix the tenth century, the Christian church presented a deplorable scene ofigno- =.) ~ 
rance, superstition, and immorality. Amidst the darkness, however, which uni- ‘ 

versally prevailed, some rays of light occasionally appear. The Nestorians of ¢ ’ 
Chaldz, whose zeal notwithstanding their errors, is deserving of commendation, | ef 





extended the knowledge of Christianity beyond Mount Imaus, to Tartary, prop- 
erly so called, whose inhabitants had hitherto remained ignorant and uncivilized. 
The same successful missionaries afterwards introduced it amongst the powerful 
nation of the Turks, or Tartars, which was denominated Karit, and bordered on 
the northern part of China. ‘The Hungarians and Avari had received some im- 
perfect ideas of Christianity during the reign of Charlemagne; but, on his decease, 
they relapsed into idolatry, andthe Christian religion was almost extinguished 
amongst them. 

Towards the middle of this century, two Turkish Chiefs, Bologudes and Gylas, 
whose territories lay on the banks of the Danube, made a public profession of 
Christianity, and were baptised at Constantinople. Of these the former soon 
apostatized; the other steadily persevered, received instruction from Hierothens, 
a Bishop who had accompanied him from Constantinople, and encouraged the i 
labors of that Bishop amongst his subjects. Sarolta, the daughter of Gylas, being | 
afterwards married to Geysa, the chief of the Hungarian Nation, he was by her 
persuaded to embrace Christianity. Geysa, however, still retained a predilection 
for his ancient superstitions, and was only prevented from pg aN by the 
zeal and authority of Adalbert, Archbishop of Prague, who visited Hungary 
towards the conclusion of this century. But however imperfect might be the con- 
version of the king, the most salutary consequences followed the reception of the 4 
Gospel by his subjects. Humanity, peace, and civilization, began to flourish © 
amongst a fierce and barbarous people; and under the patronage of Stephen, the 
son of Geysa, Christianity became completely established in Hungary. 

‘The inhabitants of Poland were, during this century, blessed with the knowledge >» 
of Christianity. Some Poles, travelling into Bohemia and Moravia, were struck i 
with the preaching of the Gospel, and, on their return, earnestly recommended © | 
it to the attention of their countrymen: The report at length reaching the ears 
of Micislaus, the Duke of Poland, he was induced to divorce his seven wives, and 
married Dambrouca, the daughter of Boleslaus, Duke of Bohemia. He was bap- 
tised in the year 965, and, by the zealous efforts of the Duke and Duchess, their 
subjects were either persuaded or obliged, by degrees, to abandon their idolatry, 
and to profess the religion of Christ. 

lhe conversions which had taken place in Russia during the preceding cen- 
tury were neither sincere nor permanent. But in the year 961, Wolodomir, hav- 
ing marriea Anne, sister of the Greek Emperor Basilius the Second, was pre- 
vailed upon by that princess to receive the Christian faith. He was accordingly 
baptised in the year 987. The Russians followed, without compulsion or reluc- 
tance, the example of their prince; and from that time Russia received a Chris- 
tlan establishment, and Considered herself as a daughter of the Greek church. © 

If we turn our attention to Scandinavia, we find, that Christianity, which had 
been so successfully introduced during the preceding century, had met with a 
severe check in Denmark under the reign of Gormo the Third, who labored to 
€xurpate it entirely. At length, however, he was compelled by Henry the First, § 
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called the Power, the predecessor of Otho the Great, to permit the profession 
and propagation of Christianity in his dominions; and under the protection of the 
Emperor, Unni, then Archbishop of Hamburgh, with some other ecclesiastics 
came into Denmark, and formed many Christian churches in that kingdom. Q, 
the death of Gormo, his successor Harcld, being defeated by Otho the Great 
A. D. 949, by the command of his conqueror, though net unwillingly, embraced 
the Gospel, and zealously supported and propagated it amongst his subjects dur. 
ing his reign. Suen- Otho, however, his son and successor, entirely renounced the 
Christian name, and persecuted his Christian subjects in the most cruel manner, 
At length, being driven from his throne, and forced into exile amongst the Scots, 
he was led to reflect on his Christian education, and to repent of his apostasy; 
and being restored to his kingdom, spent the remainder of his life in the most sin- 
cere and earnest endeavors to promote the cause of Christianity in his dominions, 
In Sweden, an almost entire extinction of the Gospel had taken place. Unni, 
animated by his success in Denmark, determined therefore on attempting a re- 
vival of it in that country. His pious exertions were rendered prosperous, and 
he had the happiness of confirming the Gospel in Sweden, and of planting it 
even in the remoter parts of that northern region. 

It was during this century that Norway first received the Christian faith. Sey. 
eral attempts were previously made in the early part of it, which were altogether 
unsuccessful. ‘The barbarous Norwegians resisted both the exhortations of the 
English missionaries, and the more forcible endeavors of their princes, to con- 
vert them from their idolatry, till the year 945; when Haco, King of Norway, 
who had been driven from his throne, was restored by Harold, King of Denmark; 
and having been converted by that prince during his exile, publicly recommended 
Christianity to his subjects. The impression, however, which was thus made 
upon their minds, Was bat slight; nor were they entirely persuaded to become 
Christians till the reign of his successor Olaus. At length Swein, King of Den- 
mark, having conquered Norway, obliged his subjects universally to renounce 
idolatry, and to profess the Gospel. Amongst the missionaries whose labors were 
rendered guccessful in this work, Guthebald, an English priest, was the most 
eminent both in merit and authority. From Norway, the salutary light of \hris- 
tianity spread into the Orkney Islands, which were then subject to that country, 
and penetrated, in some degree, even into the remote regions of Iceland and 
Greenland. So that in this century the triumph of Christianity was complete 
throughout Scandinavia. 

In Germany, the exertions of the Emperor Otho contributed, in a signal man- 
ner, to promote the interests of Christianity, and to establish it on the most firm 
foundations throughout the empire. At the earnest request of the Rugi, a remark- 
ably barbarous people, who inhabited the country of Pomerania, between the 
Oder and the Wipper, and the isle of Rugen in che Baltic, that zealous prince sent 
Adalbert amongst them, to revive the knowledge of Christianity, which had for- 
merly existed, but was then extinguished. The mission, however, was unsuc- 
cessful. But Adalbert, being afterwards appointed the first Archbishop of Mag- 
debargh, was successful in converting great numbers of the Sclavonians. 

Throughout this century, the Saracens in Asia and Africa successfully propa- 
gated the doctrines of Mohammed, and multitudes even of Christians were the vic- 
tims of their delusions. The Turks, also, received the religion of the Arabian 
Impostor, and, turning their arms against the Saracens, began to lay the founda- 
tions of that powerful empire which they afterwards established. 

In the West, Christianity was persecuted by the barbarous efforts of the un- 
converted Normans, Sarmatians, Sclavonians, Bohemians, and Hungarians; while 
the Arabs in Spain, Italy, and the neighboring islands, oppressed and plundered 


its followers. 
CENTURY XI. 

‘The zeal of the Nestorian Christians continued to be conspicuous in th eleventh 
century. In Tartary and the adjacent countries they succeeded in converting 
great numbers to the profession of Christianity. In the provinces of Casgat; 
Nuacheta, Turkistan, Genda, and Tangut, metropolitan prelates, with many 10 
ferior bishops, were established; from which it evidently appears, that Christiat- 
ity must have flourished to a considerable extent in those countries which are now 
the seat of Mohammedism and idolatry. 
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The light which had been diffused during the preceding centuries amongst the 
Hungarians, Danes, Poles, and Russians, was considerably increased and extend- 
ed during the present by the zealous endeavors of their princes, and of missiona- 
ries who labored amongst them. An ineffectual attempt was made to convert the 
Sclavonians as a nation, (great numbers having embraced Christianity during the 
preceding century,) the Obotriti, whose capital was Mecklenburg, the Venedi, 
who dwelt on the banks of the Vistula, and the Prussians. But these barbarous 
nations Continued, in a great measure, Pagan throughout this century. Bolestaus, 
King of Poland, attempted to force his subjects intoa profession of Christianity, 
and some of his attendants used the more evangelical methods of admonition and 
instruction. In a benevolent undertaking, however, of this kind, Boniface and 
eighteen other persons were barbarously massacred by this fierce and intractable 
people. The Prussians, indeed, seem to have been among the last of the Euro- 
pean nations who submitted to the yoke of Christianity. In Germany, Sweden, 
Denmark, and Norway, the labors of English missionaries were particularly dis- 
tinguished in this century. 

Christianity had now been preached during three centuries in ScandinaWa, and. 
the effects which it produced on the manners of the rough and uncultivated inhab- 
itants of those northern regions were in the highest degree beneficial. “That 
restless people,” Mr. Hume observes, “seem about this time to have learned the 
use of tillage; which thenceforth kept them at home, and freed the other nations 
of Europe from the devastations spread over them by those piratical mvaders. 
This proved one great cause of the settlement and improvement of the southern 
nations.” (Hume, vol.i, chap. 5.) This observation of the celebrated historian 
represents, with his usual perspicuity, the advantages whicii resuited from the 
civilization of the North, but it is silent as to the true cause of that important 
change. To the firofiagation of Christianity it must unquestionably be chiefly 
referred. It was the influence of this divine religion which gradually softened 
the manners of those barbarous nations, induced them to abandon their former 
piratical habits, and to cultivate the arts of industry and peace. Christianity, be 
it remembered, while it conveys to individuals the most important knowledge, and 
imparts to them the richest blessings, diffuses the salutary precepts of order, 
tranquillity, and happiness, throughout society and the world at large. 

During this century, the island of Sicily was recovered from the Saracens. But 
in part of Asia, and in Spain, the Christians were severely oppressed both by the 
Saracens and the Turks; great numbers were, in the mean time; seduced by flat- 
teries and delusive offers into apostasy from the faith. In Hungary, Denmark, 
the lower parts of Germany, and in other European nations, the Christians were, 
also, much harassed and persecuted by the idolatrous Pagans; whose violence 
was, however, at length effectually restrained by the powerful interference of the 
Christian princes. 

It was at the close of this century, (A. D. 1096) that the first of those romantic 
€xpeditions, distinguished by the name of Crusades, was undertaken. Whatever 
motives of a religious nature might have actuated their promoters, there can be 
no hesitation in determining, that they contributed neither to the support nor ad- 
vancement of Christianity. ‘‘Non taliauxilio, nec defensoribus istis—” But the 
consideration of these enthusiastic undertakings belongs not to our present subject. 

CENTORY XII. 

The propagation of the Gospel was successfully continued in the twelfth cen- 
tury, chiefly inthe North of Europe. Boleslaus, Duke of Poland, having taken 
Stetin, the capital of Pomerania, by storm, and laid waste the surrounding coun- 
try, compelled the vanquished inhabitants to submit at discretion; and imposed 
upon them, as a condition of peace, their reception of Christianity. The con- 
queror sent Otho, Bishop of Bamberg, in the year 1124, to instruct his new sub- 
jects in the doctrines of the Gospel. Many of them, among whom were the Duke 
and Duchess, and their attendants, were converted by his exhortations; but great 
numbers of the idolatrous Pomeranians resisted his utmost efforts, and obstinately 
adhered to the superstition of their ancestors. In a second visit in the year 
1126, the venerable Bishop was more successful, and Christianity was established 
in Pomerania on a solid foundation. 

In the year 1168, Waldemar, King of Denmark, who was foremost among the 
northern princes of this century by his zeal in the propagation and advancement 
of Christianity, having subdued the island ef Rugen, which lies in the neighbor- 
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which had hitherto baffled every attempt to enlighten it. 


he had imposed on a person of great authority. 


baptism. 


hitherto as a nation shewn a remarkablie aversion to Christianity. 


that intractable people. 


almost equally from her enemies and her friends. 
CENTOURY XIII. 


1 * Cathay was situated on the north-west border ef China. 


a ‘Vartary; and, in order to facilitate the propagation of Christianity, a trans 
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hood of Pomerania, obliged its rude and piratical inhabitants to listen to the jp. 
structions of the missionaries who accompanied his army. Among these, Abga. 
lom, Arehbishop of Lunden, a man of superior talents and virtue, was eminent] 

distinguished; aud by his exertions, Christianity was firmly seated in this island, 


‘The Finlanders, whose character resembled that of the inhabitants of Rugen. 
and who infested Sweden with their predatory incursions, received the Gospel jn 
a similar manner. Eric, King of Sweden, having totally defeated these barbari. 
ans, sent Henry, Archbishop of Upsal, to evangelize them. His success wag go 
great, that he is called the Apostle of the Linlanders; yet he was at length assas. 
sinated by some of these refractory people, on account of a heavy penance which 


In Livonia, the propagation of Christianity was carried on towards the close of 
this century with a violence and cruelty altogether abhorrent from the mild and 
benevolent spirit of our holy religion. ‘The labors of Mainard, the first mission- 
ary who attempted the conversion of that barbarous people, having proved unsyc- 
cessful, the Roman Pontiff, Urban the Third, who had consecrated him Bishop 
of the Livonians, declared a crusade against them, which was zealously carried 
on by that ecclesiastic, and by his successors, Berthold and Albert. 
like apostles, at the head of great bodies of troops raised in Saxony, successively 
entered Livonia, and compelled the wretched inhabitants to receive Christian 


These War- 


Ine Sclavonians, notwithstanding some partial conversions among them, had 
This excited 
the zeal ot the neighboring princes, and of certain missionaries, who united their 
efforts to conquer their prejudices, and to convert them to the Christian faith, 
‘Lhe most successful of these teachers was Vicelinus, a man of singular learning 
and piety, who was, at length, appointed Bishop of Oldenburg, which see was 
aiterwards transferred to Lubec. This excellent man spent the last thirty years 
of his life in the instruction of the Sclavonians, amidst great difficulties and dan- 
gers; and his benevolent labors were conducted with so much wisdom, that they 
were attended with a success which could scarcely have been expected among 


The revolution, which, at the beginning of this century, took place in Asiatic 
Tartary, on the borders of Cathay,* by the successful enterprize of the ¢ele- 
brated Nestorian, Prestor John, proved for many years highly beneficial to the 
Christian cause. ‘lowards the close of it, however, the victorious arms of 
Genghis Khan overturned the kingdom which he had established, and Christian- 
ity in Consequence lost much of its credit and authority. It continued gradually 
to decline, until at length it sunk entirely under the weight of oppression; and 
was succeeded partly by the errors of Mohammedism, and partly by the super- 
stitions of Paganism. In Syria and Palestine, the Christians were, during the 
whole of this century, engaged in contests with the Mohammedans. Scenes of 
persecution and cruelty were exhibited on both sides, and Christianity suffered 


Notwithstanding the victories of the successors of Genghis Khan, by which they 
had subdued a great part of Asia, and had involved in great calamities the Chris- 
tian inhabitants ot China, India, and Persia, it appears from undoubted authori- 
ties that both in China, and in the northern parts of Asia, the Nestorians contin- 
ued to have a flourishing church, and a great number of adherents, in the ¢hir- 
teenth century. Even in the court of the Mogul Emperors, there were many 
who professed Christianity; but the ensnaring influence of the religion of Mo- 
hammed gradualiy undermined it, and left scarcely a vestige of Christianity 
amongst them. In consequence of the incursions which were made by the Tar- 
tars in Europe in the year 1241, several embassies were sent by the Popes Inno- 
cent the Fourth and Nicholas the Third and Fourth, which were the means 0 
oH converting many of the ‘lartars to the Christian faith, and of engaging —* 
bes UY ble numbers of the Nestorians to‘adopt the doctrine and discipline of the churc 
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was made by Johannes a Monte Corvino, the ambassador of Nicholas the Fourth, 
of the New Testament and the Psalms, into the language of Tartary. Phe affairs, 
however, of the Christians in the East during this century, in Consequence of the 
conquests of the Tartars, and of the unfortunate issue of the several crusades 
which were undertaken in the course of it, and which were the last of those in- 
fatuated expeditions, were, upon the whole, in a very deplorable condition. The 
kingdom of Jerusalem, which had been established at the close of the eleventh 
century, being entirely overthrown, many of the Latins remained still in Syria, 
and, retiring into the dark and solitary recesses of Mount Libanus, lived there in 
a wild and savage manner, and gradually lost all traces both of retigion and civil- 
ization. ‘The descendants of these unhappy Europeans, called Derusi, or Drus!, 
still inhabit the same uncultivated wilds, and retain nothing of Christianity but the 
name. 

In some of the northern parts of Europe the religion of the Gospel had not yet 
triumphed over the fierceness and superstitions of Paganism. ‘The Prussians 
still retained the idolatrous worship of their ancestors, nor was any impression 
made on the minds of this people by the various missionaries who had been sent 
amongst them. Their obstinacy at length induced Conrad, Duke of Massovia, 
to have recourse to more forcible methods of converting them. For this purpose, 
he applied in the year 1230 to the Teutonic Knights of st. Mary, who, after their 
expulsion from Palestine, had settled at Venice, and engaged them to undertake 
the conquest and conversion of the Prussians. ‘They accordingly arrived in Prus- 
sia, and, after an obstinate contest of fifty years, they subdued its resolute inhabi- 
tants, and established their own dominion and the profession of Christianity 
amongst them. The Knights pursued the same unchristian methods in the neigh- 
boring countries, and particularly in Lithuania, the inhabitants of which provinces 
were thus constrained to profess a feigned submission to the Gospel. 

In Spain, Christianity gradually gained ground. The kings of Castile, Leon, 
Navarre, and Arragon, waged perpetual war with the Saracen princes, who still 
retained the kingdoins of Valentia, Granada, and Mercia, together with the prov- 
ince of Andalusia. This contest was carried on with such signal success, that 
the Saracen Dominion declined daily, and was reduced within narrower bounds; 
while the pale of the church was extended onevery side. Among the princes who 
contributed to this happy revolution, James the First of Arragon was particu- 
larly distinguished by his zealous efforts in the advancement of Christianity, and 
the conversion of his Arabian subjects after his recovery of Valcntia, in the year 
1236. : 

CENTURY NIV. 

In the fourteenth century, the cause of Christianity greatly declined in the 
East. ‘The profession of it was, indeed, still retained in the contracted empire 
of the Greeks, of which Constantinople was the metropolis. But in Asia, the 
Turks and Tartars, who extended their dominions with astonishing rapidity, de- 
stroyed, wherever they went, the fruits of the labors of the Christian missiona- 
ries during the preceding century, and substituted the imposture of Mohammed 
for the religion of Christ. In China, Christianity seemed to be almost totally ex- 
tirpated by the jealousy of the reigning powers; while the celebrated ‘amerlane, 
after having subdued the greatest part of Asia, and triumphed over Bajazet, the 
Emperor of the Turks, and even hlled Europe with the terror of his arms, per- 
secuted all who bore the Christian name wita the most barbarous severity, and 
compelied multitudes, by his cruelties, to apostatize from the faith. Attempts 
were made in this century to renew the crusades, but without effect. It is obvi- 
ous, however, that, had they even succeeded, they were but ill calculated to re- 
vive Christianity in the East. 

_ The boundaries of Christianity had, in the mean time, been gradually extend- 
ing inEurope. Jagello, Duke of Lithuania, was almost the only prince who re- 
tained the Pagan worship of his ancestors. At length in the year 1386, having 
become a competitor for the crown of Poland, and his idolatry being the only ob- 
stacle to his success, he embraced the Christian faith, and persuaded his subjects 
to follow his example. The Teutonic Knights continued their persecution of the 
Pagun Prussians and Livonians, and completed in this century the violent work 
Which they had commenced during the precedi-g. Great numbers of the Jews, 
in several parts of Europe, more particularly in Frauce and Germany, were ina 
siniar manner compelled to make a profession of Christianity. Andin Spain, a 
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plan was formed by the Christian Princes for the expulsion of thé Saracens 
which afforded a prospect of at length uniting that whole country in the faith of 


Christ. 
CENTURY XV. 

The succeeding century, accordingly, witnessed the entire overthrow of the 
Saracen Dominion in Spain, by the conquest of Granada, in the year 1492, by Fer. 
dinand the Catholic. Shortly after this important revolution, that monarch pub. 
lished a sentence of banishment against the Jews in his dominions; great numbers 
of whom, to avoid this severe decree, feigned an assent to the Christian religion, 
The Saracens, who remained in Spain after the destruction of their empire, resist- 
ed both the exhortations, and the more violent methods of proselytism, which 
were afterwards recommended by the celebrated Cardinal Ximenes, and perse- 
vered in their attachment tothe Arabian Impostor. 

‘The people of Samogitia, in the neighborhood of Courland and Lithuania, re. 
mained Pagan till the 15th century; when Uladislaus, king of Poland, demolished 
their idols, founded some churches among them, and afterwards sent some priests 
to instruct them. Bat his success in their conversion was by no means consid- 
erable. 

The maritime enterprises of the Portuguese towards the close of this century, 
and, above all, the discovery of the islands and continent of America by Colum. 
bus, in the year 1492, opened, however, a new and extensive field for the exer. 
tion of Ciristian benevolence. 

The first attempt of this kind was made by the Portuguese, amongst thre Afri- 
cans of the kingdom of Congo; who, together with their king, were suddenly con- 
verted tothe Romish faith in the year 1491; in what manner, and with what 
effect, it is not difficult to determine. 

After this singular revolution in Africa, Pope Alexander the Sixth, who had 
arrogantly divided the continent of America between the Spaniards and Portu- 
guese, earnestly exhorted these two nations to propagate the Gospel amongst the 
inhabitants of those immense regions, A great number of Franciscans, and Dom- 
inicans were in Consequence sent out to America and its islands; who, with the 
assistance of the Cruel invaders of those countries, speedily converted numbers of 
the wretched natives to the nominal profession of a corrupt and debased form o! 
Christianity. 

But the decline of the Christian religion in the East during this century unhap- 

ily more than counterbalanced these accessions inthe West. Asiatic Tartary, 
ogul, Tangut, and the adjacent provinces, where Christianity had long flour- 
ished were now become the seats of superstition, which reigned triumphant in its 
most degrading forms. Except in China, where the Nestorians still preserved 
some faint remains of their former glory, scarcely any traces of Christianity ex- 
isted in those immense tracts of country; and even these did not survive the cen- 
tury. 

A new source of calamity to the Christian church, both ia Europe and Asia, 
Was. opened, by the destruction of the Grecian Empire, and the capture of Con- 
stantinople, by the Turks, under Mohammed the Second, in the year 1453. By 
this disastrous event, besides the provinces which had been already subdued by 
the Ottoman arms, Epirus and Greece fell under the dominion of the Crescent, 
and Christianity became gradually* buried under the resistless torrent of Mo- 
hammedan ignorance and barbansm. In Constantinople and the neighboring 
cities, in Thessalonica, Philippi, and Corinth, where Christianity had once so em- 
inently flourished, most of the churches were converted into mosques, and the 
Christians were forced at length to retain their religion in secret and in silence. Yet 
even this tremendous ruin, the just consequence of the corrupt state of the Grecian 
cliurch, was eventually, by the providence of the Supreme Governor of the world, 
rendered subservient to the most important and beneficial purposes, The emigra- 
tion of learned men from the East was one of the principal means of reviving the 


* There ave still, however, considerable remains of Christianity m the Turkish Dominions, 
both in Europe and Asia, Inthe former, it is caleulated that two-thirds of the inhabitants are 
Christians; and in Constantinople itself, there are above twenty Christian churches, and = 
thirty in Thessalonica. Philadelphia, now called Ala Shahir, has no fewer than twelve. 1 "4 
whole island of Chio is governed by Christians; aud some islands of the Archipelago are inhab- 
ited by Uhristians ouly. 
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study of literature in Europe; and the remarkable concurrent discovery of the 
art of printing in the year 1440, contributed both to the production and the suc- 
cess of that memorable revolution, which, in the succeeding century, changed the 


face of the Christian world. 
(7 be continued.) 


RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE. 


LETTERS FROM THE MISSIONARIES. 


Extract of aletter from the Rev. Gordon Hall to the Treasurer. 


DEAR SIR, Bombay, Dec. 15, 1817. 
Our hope and our support is, that the seed sown by our labors may yet spring 
up. God grant it may beso. Fora week past Ihave been delighted with the 
applications for the Gospel of Matthew, and the tracts that we have printed. 
Within a few months past, I think I have distributed nearly one thousand of the 
Guzerattee tract, and about half that number of the Scripture tract in Mah- 
ratta; a hundred of the tract we have just printed, and about the same number 
of copies of the Gospel of Matthew. 

These I have distributed with my own hand, not knowing how many my bre- 
thren have disposed of. Within a week past, a considerable number ot young 


Jews have come to the house, and solicited copies of Matthew; four calling one- 


day, andthree another. Just before 1 took my pen to write this letter, three boys 
came to beg tracts. I gave to each of them, and since I began to write, one of 
them, having gone away, returned with another lad who desired a tract. It is 
but a short time since they began to come to our house to request these things. 
We see nothing to prevent our carrying our planof schooling to agreat extent. 
We hope to do it, and have it in contemplation soon to print a catechism and 
other school books. ‘This method of instruction is exceedingly popular in Ben- 
gal, and has obtained the patronage of government. In short, all sorts of per- 
sons, religious and irreligious, seem to applaud it, and think it a sure, though a 
gradual, method for the conversion of the heathen. It certainly must produce 
great effects in due time. I remain, Dear Sir, affectionately, G. HALL. 


Letter from the Missionaries in Ceylon to the Corresfonding Secretary. 


Rev. ano DEar Sir, Jaffna, Ceylon, Seftt.1, 1817. 
SINCE we came to Ceylon we have sent you the following communications. 
Here they specify the several letters which have been received.] 

By these communications, if they have been received, you will perceive that, 
according to your request, we have been free and full in disclosing to you our 
circumstances, our desires, our plans, and our prospects. We have endeavored 
with perfect freedom to express our views and our wishes, and have written at 
large on a number of subjects; particularly on the subject of schools, of a printing 
press, and more missionaries. On these subjects we have written so freely and 
fully, that were we certain you would receive our letters, we should feel it un- 
hecessary to add much at the present time. 

_We have many facilities for establishing and superintending schools for the na- 
tives, and we wish to engage in them to as great an extent, as may be consistent 
with our other missionary avocations. 

Respecting a press we wish to remark, that we consider it essential to the 
permanent prosperity of our missionary establishment. We have given our rea- 
sons at large in our former communications for wishing to have one sent tous as 
speedily as possible. By the close of this year we are in hopes of receiving a 
‘ount of Malabar types from Calcutta. It is now four months since we gave ‘or 
ders to have them cast. They will cost between three and four hundred S»a- 
“we dollars, as we gave directions to have a full fount. As no one of our numer 
ae 's acquainted with the business of printing, it willbe necessary that the Board 

end out some person whe is acquainted with the artin allits branches 
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On the subject of more missionaries, we cannot too often repeat the fact, tha: 
Many more are needed. We can, however, say nothing more appropriate than 
the language of the man of Macedonia, ‘‘come over and help us;” for verily, w- 
are inneed of help. Thereare thousands and thousands of heathens in the par. 
ishes around us, who have precious immortal souls, and who are rapidly hastep. 
ing to the bar of God withouta Savior. They have not the Gospel for want of 
Missionarics to proclaim it in their ears. Send then, we beseech you, send speed. 
ily to our assistance; send pious devoted servants of Christ. You will allow us to 
be importunate on this subject, while pleading for miserable idolaters. We be. 
hold their spiritual misery. We witness the abominations of paganism, and while 
we see their moral degradation, our hearts are pained within us. We cannot 
but feel for them. We are constrained to plead in their behalf, and to beseech 
our patrons and friends in our native land to have compassion upon them, an 
to use still greater exertions to impart unto them the blessings of that Gospe! 
which they so richly enjoy. 

Youare already acquainted with most of the reasons which render this dis. 
trict a very important field for missionary labor. We need not therefore repeat 
them. ‘There is one, however, which we have not, we believe, hitherto distinctly 
mentioned, aud which has an important bearing upon this subject. It is the com- 
parative cheapness of living. “The necessaries of life are found here very cheap, 
and in abundance. Our experience has not yet been very great upon this sub. 
ject, yet from what we have seen ourselves, and learned from others, we believe 
we can live plainly, though comfortably, in this district at acheaper rate, than in 
any other part of Ceylon, or, probably, than in any other place in India. The 
price of labor also is here uncommonly low. From this statement it will be read- 
ily seen, that a proportionabiy greater number of missionaries may be supported 
here at the sameexpense. In order, however, to give a correct view of this sub- 
ject, it is proper to state that the articles of clothing, and generally those articles 
which are imported into the district, are necessarily dearer than at the places 
from which they are imported. 

In your letter of Dec. 13, 1816, which is the last we have received from you, 
you mentioned the number of letters that you have sent to us since we left 
America. We have the pleasure of informing you that they have all safely ar- 
rived in India, except the one sent in Oct. by the Bengal, for Calcutta. This we 
fear is lost, as we have heard nothing of it, although we saw the notice of the 
arrival of the Bengal at her place of destination. We greatly regret the loss of 
it, especially, as in your last you allude to information which was probably con- 
tained in that. Your letters, Dear Sir, were exceedingly refreshing to us all. 
‘They were read, we assure you, with no common degree of interest. We wish 
to express to you our gratitude, for these tokens of your affectionate remem- 
brance of us in this land of strangers. We trust, that for our benefit you will 
embrace every opportunity of writing to us, that we may know the wiskes of the 
Board on every important subject relating to our duty, that we may receive your 
paternal advice, that our hands may be strengthened, and our hearts encouraged, 
in the great and arduous work in which we are engaged. We will not cease to 
address the throne of grace in your behalf, that you may be divinely direeted and 
assistec in discharging the laborious and responsible duties which devolve upa 
you, 

In your letter of May 7, 1816, you dwell upon the importance of Bombay as 4 
missionary station, and urge upon us the duty of using every exertion in our 
dower to strengthen the mission at that place, particularly since the departure of 
Brother Nott. 

This letter was received on the 7th of Feb. 1817, at which time you will per 
ceive by our former communications, that four of our number were quietly settled 
in this district, and that only one of us had been sent to assist our brethren a 
Bombay. After consulting with our brethren at that place, deliberately, and W¢ 
hope prayerfully, weighing the subject for a considerable time, we were unanr 
mous in coming to the decision we then made. The reason upon which this de- 
termination was founded we have already stated to you at large in our forme! 
letters, and we trust ther will be satisfactory to the minds of the Prudential Coni- 
mittee. We have since had much time and opportunity to review our conduct 
that particular, and we have hitherto met with nothing which led us to wish that 


cur determination had been different. Neither have we anv reason to believe, 
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that our brethren at Bombay differ from us in opinion on this subject, after hav- 
ing stated tothem the reasons upon which our determination was founded. 

We sincerely hops that more missionaries from our native land will soon ar- 
rive, and be permitted to join our brethren at Bombay, and to assist them in cul- 
tivating that truly important and extensive fisld of missionary labor. We are 


persuaded that they need assistance as much, and perhaps, more than we do. 


But we trust that a sufficient number of missionary brethren will soon arrive to 
supply both stations which we now occupy, if not tofurm newones, 

We were exceedingly rejoiced to learn from your letter, that Mr. Kingsbury 
has met with such success in his attempts to establish a mission among the Che- 
rokees, Choctaws and Creeks. May the Lord God of Israel be his strength, and 
his shield. May his labors, and those of his associates, be crowned with abundant 
success. The scattered’heathen trives of our native land have souls equally pre- 
cious with the pagans of India, and, in proportion to their numbers and the pros- 
pect of success among them, have claims equally strong for the exercise of Chris- 
tian benevolence. i ‘ 

By your letter we also received the first information respecting the establish - 
ment of a Foreign Mission school, for the education of heathen youths in our 
own country. We greatly rejoiced to hear of its establishment. 

With regard to our plan of polity, we wish to observe, that we have not yet 
made all the particular rules and regulations, which the future circumstances of 
the mission, and of our families, may require. We find that experience is in- 
dispensably necessary to direct us on this subject. We of course adopt the 
principles which the Board have laid down to regulate us in torming our plan of 
polity, or social order. Insome respect we must be considered as forming two 
missionary stations, and must necessarily act independently of each other. For 
example; we must keep separate journals to send home tothe Board. We must 
alsoregulate our schools and domestic concerns, without often consulting to- 
gether. But on every subject where we can consistently act together, we wish 
toconsider ourselves as forming but one missionayy station. Accordingly, we 
make it arule to meet and coi:sult on every important measure, and to act agree- 
ably to the decision of the whole. We have hitherto also thought it advisable to 
unite in sending but one public letter tothe Prudential Committee. Perhaps, if 
our stations shall hereafter be multiphed, we shall think it advisable to adopt a 
different course. 

We have determined also, in conformity to the same general principle, to have 
but one common treasury, in which is to be placed our salaries, and all public 
money sent us by the Board; also, all presents and all the earnings of any of our 
number. This isto forma cemmon fund, from which we are to draw according 
to regulations hereafter to be agreed upon. At each station we form literally 
but one family, with the exception of a few things which are considered as pri- 
vate expenses. 

We have already given you some account of the repairs that we have made, 
and are still making, at both our stations. We have also given you some estimate 
of the probable expense. 

The brethren at Batticotta have been employed most of the year in repairing 
their dwelling house. As the building is large, and as it had gone much to de- 
cay in consequence of having been unoccupied for about 25 years, they have been 
under the necessity of occupying more time, and of expending a larger sum of 
money to render it comfortable, than the brethren at Tilipaly. 

The buildings at both our stations, when completed, will be very valuable. 
Chey are pleasantly situated, and the dwelling houses will form very comfort- 
abie habitations for this country, though far from being elegant. The interest 
of the money which we shall expend in repairing the stations will, at six per 
cent per annum, be about half as much as it would cost to rent houses of the 
same goodness in Jaffuapatam, and about one fourth as much as in Columbo. 
So that there will be a constant saving of expense to the Board in the articles of 
house rers, toa very considerable amount. 

_ We have nientioned, in a former communication, that the brethren at Tillipal- 
ty have been at some expense in preparing suitable houses for schools in four of 
the parishes near them; and we wish to remark further on this subject, that as 
‘tis Our present intention to establish schools in all the parishes around us, as 
‘Ast as it lies in our power, we shall be under the necessity of constantly expend- 
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ing small sums of money for this purpose, at some places more, and in others 
less, according to the size and quality of the buildings which may be prepareq 
At some places we propose to build small houses in the native style, and at oth. 
ers partially to repair either the dwelling house, or the Church, when either of 
them remains in a suitable state tomake it an object to preservethem. It is jm. 
possible for us now to state the sum that we shall want for these purposes, ag 
it will depend in a great measure on the number of schools we may establish, 

Should any more missionaries be sent to join us, as we expect they shortly wj]] 
be, we shall probably think it advisable to repair other public, or church build. 
ings, for their residence similar to the ones which we now occupy, as there are 
many others like them. It willbe important, therefore, that they bring Money 
with them for this purpose. 

In the situation in which Providence has placed us we have had many interrup- 
tions in our studies, during the past ten months. The principal thing, however, 
has been the necessary attention that we have paid to the repairs at our stations, 
In accomplishing these we have met with many difficulties, which have occy- 
pied much of our time. We feel th.:t our attention to this business, though abso- 
lutely necessary, is not appropriately missionary work, and we often very much 
lament that we have been under the necessity of spending so great a part of the 
first year after having entered the missionary field, while the vigor of our con- 
stitutions is wasting in this sultry climate, without making rapid progress in pre- 

yaring ourselves to preach the Gospel to the heathen, who are almost daily per- 
ishing around us? Yet we can find no adequate remedy for this evil, and it af- 
fords us some Consolation to feel a firm persuasion that we are in the path of 
duty; that we are preparing important missionary stations, which will probably 
be occupied by our successors when we are removed to some other place, or are 
calledto give up our final account. They may then immediately commence 
their missionary work, and reap the fruits ofour labor. We have already men- 
tioned that brother Richards has been so much afflicted with weak eyes, that he 
hasbeen wholly disqualified for studying the language from books. He has, 
however, made some progress in acquiring the spoken language of the people. 
The rest of the brethren have pursued the study of the language as time and op- 
portunity presented, and have made very considerable progress in the attainment 
of it; some, however, have made inore than others. 

We are under the painful necessity of informing you, that our dear brother 
Warren has had another attack of bleeding from the lungs, resembling the one he 
had before he left his native land. He was attackedon the 13th of August. For 
the greater part of the time since he arrived in Ceylon, his health has been un- 
commonly good, and even the day before he was attacked it remained apparent- 
ly as good as usual. But notwithstanding this trial, we are under the greatest 
obligations of gratitude to the Author of all our mercies, that he saw fit ona for- 
ner occasion, contrary to human expectations, to restore him to health, and to his 
friends, and to continue him to us so long. He is in the hands of the same merci- 
ful God now, and there we can safely leave him, knowing that the Judge of all 
the earth will do right; and not doubting but that God is able, if it shall be for 
his own glory, to raise him to health again. He is however feeble, and _ his lungs 
very irritable, and we are yreatly concerned for the health, if not for the life, of 
our dear brother. May a gracious God hear our prayers in his behalf, and re- 
store him unto us. 

We are happy to inform you, that the rest of our number are, through the 
blessing of God, enjoying a very comfortable state of health. Brother Richards, 
who has been feeble most of the time for the vear past, we think has been gain- 
ing health and strength for abouta month. We have great reason for thankful- 
ness that we enjoy so much of this inestimable blessing, and though we have ex- 
perienced considerable sickness in our families, it is worthy of observation, that 
not one of ovr number has been visited with any acute disease peculiar to the 
climate, since we arrived in this country. 

Accompanying this letter, we transmit you a copy of an interesting letter from 
the Rev. Mr. Fisher, one of the East India Company’s Chaplains i Bengal, to 
the Rev. Mr. Thompson of Madras. It furnishes another very strong example 
of the beneficial effects of circulating the Holy Scriptures, even among unenlight- 
encd heather nations; andit will no doubt afford great encouragement to the 
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friends of the Bible throughout the world, to proceed with increased alacrity in 
this glorious career. : 

We send also the accounts of the brethren at Battigotta for the year ending 
the 3ist of March, 1817. They have necessarily been delayed for severul 
months. The principle reasons for this delay we have already mentioned in a 
former Communication. 

At theconclusion of this letter, permit us, Dear Sir, most earnestly to request 
an interest in all your prayers, in the prayers of every member of the Board and 
of the Christian public throughout our land. Wegreatly need them. Our situa- 
tion loudly calls for the exercise of effectual, fervent prayer trom every friend to 
the prosperity of Zion. The miserable condition of those around us demands their 
prayers. As ambassadors for Christ, we plead in their behalf. We beseech 
them by the mercies of God, by the dying love of the. Redeemer, by the worth of 
immortal souls, by the spiritual miseries of idolaters, by their regard to theirown 
eternal welfare, and by all that is interesting in the eternal world, we beseech 
them to be more faithful, more fervent, and more persevering, in their prayers 
for the heathen. Remember also the missionaries of Christ who are laboring 
among them. In the closet, in the family, in the social circle, in the house of 
God, and especially on the first Monday evening of every month, may the united 
prayers of our American Israel ascend to the throne of grace. Then will our 
hands be strengthened, and our hearts encouraged in the discharge of the ar- 
duous duties of our station. Then will our heathen nejghbours be converted to 
Christ, and multitudes of prond, though stupid and ignorantidolaters, will become 
the humble worshippers of the Lord of Glory. God the Father, Son, and Spirit, 
will be glorified, and new songs of joy will be heard throughout the Heavenly 
world. 

Accept, Dear Sir, our Christian salutations for yourself, and all our dear pa- 
trons and friends in our native land. With sentiments of respect, we subscribe 
ourselves your unworthy fellow laborers in the vineyard of bur common Lord. 

EDWARD WARREN, 
JAMES RICHARDS, 
Breny.C. MEIGs, 
DANIEL Poor. 


JOURNAL OF THE REY. G. HALL, AT BOMBAY. 
(Continued from fi. 135.) 


Jan. 24,1816. Lord’s day. Took a walk among the Hindoo temples. After 
passing about five and twenty temples, and five times as many heathen gods, { 
came to a small private temple. It consisted of a little room about six feet 
square, on the lower floor of a twostory house, standing within five feet of abroad 
public road. In this little, filthy, “secret place,” (for their temples are as dark 
as they are filthy,) was the image of Hunamunt, the incarnation of Vishnu in the 
form of a monkey, engraven in large size upon a stone. ‘This temple is now the 
property of two Brahmins, and they hold it as an inheritance from their distant 
ancestors, And truly, it is of no inconsiderable value to them in a pecuniary 
view. For a multitude of people are continually passing the temple, many of 
whom stop, stand on one leg, close their hands, raise them to their foreheads, and 
bow before the idol; and many a poor man, and many a poer woman, who has 
labored hard all day for eight pice, (a pice being equal to a cent,) will give half a 
wag the idol, as he returns home from the toils of the day to his hungry 

amily. , 

Here I began conversation on the sin and vanity of dol worship. At first but 
two Brahmins were present, but soon about twenty people were collected, whom 
I warned to turn from their dumb idols unto the living God. 

Athalf past ten, I preached in English to cleven persons. After meeting had 
4 private and very plain conversation with two of those who were drunkards, 
profane swearers, and Sabbath breakers. ! gave one of them a Bible, and the 
other a tract on intemperance and on the Lord’s day, published by the New Eng. 
land Tract Society. I next went to the prison, and conversed freely with a pris: 
ener on the state of his soul. 
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At half past one held our little family meeting. About four o’clock went ont 
as usual among the people, and spoke in different places to a pretty large numbe, 
of persons. In my tour? fell in with a Jewish wedding. I learned that the hys. 
band was nine years of age, and the wife seven. Iasked them why they marrieq 
their children so young? They replied, It is the custom of the country, and What 
can we do? I did not witness the marriage ceremony, but the music, procession 
booth, and all that I saw, was a complete copy of the Hindoo marriages, 

Jan. 5, 1817. Saturday. Saw a number of Jews engaged in their business of 
making palankeens. I asked them how thev could thus labor on the day which 
they held to be the Sabbath of the Lord? They answered in excuse, that they 
‘were poormen.’”” Then because you are poor men, said I, you are at liberty t 
break the law of God! Thus did not your father Abraham. But as I reproveg 
them and reasoned with them, thev only said again, ‘“‘we are poor men,” without 
the least appearance of remorse for sin, or fear of God. 

This is the first time I have seen the Jews actually engaged in labor on their Sab. 
bath; though I have repeatedly seen them engaged at games, and even intoxi- 
cated. I have observed, that they seem to regard the ancient Jewish festivals 
much more scrupulously than the Sabbath. In this they resemble the Roman 
Catholics, and some other established churches, who are manifestly more scrupu- 
tous in their regard of their saints days, and other festival days, than they are of 
the Lord’s day. 

7th. Nothing is more common than to see the blacksmith at work in his shop, 
(which is commonly the stoop or. front room of his house,) and his wife blowing 
the bellows for him. But to dav, for the first time, I saw a woman at work at 
ie anvil, and a little boy, apparently her son, at the bellows. She appeared to 
turn the iron and swing the hammer with a good degree of dexterity. 

1144. This evening asI was making my tour among the heathen I sat down, as 
requested, on the stall of a money changer, which was distant about three yards 
from a temple rece*tly built and dedicated to Bafp dowee, an evil being, sup- 
posed by the Hindoos to have the power of afflicting mankind with various dis- 
eases, and other calamities. Thus seated with an idol betore my eyes, the con- 
versation, of course, immediately turned on idolatry. But, as my manner is, I came 
as soon as possivie to the main point, and preached Christ to a considerable com- 
pany who were almost instantly collected 

As I was speaking of Christ, one out of a number of Mussulmauns who were 
present asked me whether Christ eat swine’s flesh? Lreplicd, suppose he did or 
did not eat swine’s flesh, of what consequence was that! JI then repeated and 
commented on our Savior’s address to the Pharisees, Mark vii, 15, 23. Their 
common sense and tiicir consciences soon constrained them to acknowledge the 
correctness of the Savior’s sevtiments and reproots. Then after exhorting all, 
'findoos and Mussulmauns, to forsake all others, and to worship none but the one 
true God, who looks on the heart, to believe in Jesus Christ and obey his Gospel, I 
went on, as usual, to several other places, where I addressed tothe heathen that 
Word which is able to make them wise unto salvation through faith in Christ. 

14. ‘This evening as I was returning home a little after sunset, having, as I 
supposed, finished my preaching tour for the day, in passing one of the Hindoo 
temples, I saw seven or eight men laboriously, and very noisily, engaged in theit 
daily worship. I stepped wxhin the gate of the temple, (for almost all thei tem: 
ples are enclosed by a high wall,) and stood at a small distance from them. Im- 
mediately a very intelligent looking Hindoo came, and asked me if I saw the mea 
at their worship? I told him I heard their noise. He said they were worshippig 
their god. I asked him which? At first he seemed unwilling to tell me, but 
finally said, Vishnu. Another man said they were worshipping Krishna. But 
why, I asked, do you call these god? Are not Brumha, Vishnu, and Malkadave, 
the greatest of all your gods? Yes. Very well,does God sin? No. But did not 
Brumha sin when he took a false oath, and for a punishment had one of his five 


heads cut off? And did not Mahadave sin by the manner in which he cut off 


Brumha’s head? And Vishnu, you know, is no better than the other two. Now 


can these sinners be god, who you say commits no sin? And if these three, who 
are the greatest of all your gods, are suc sinners, then w!; »* must be the characters 
of your inferior gods? And if you worship such sinners, must not you and they 
go tohell togethei? Lhey seemed fully convinced by what I said, but instead of 
reply, one raised lis voice amidst a hundred people who had collected arouut 
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me, and exclaimed, “Our religion is true and yours is false.” Consider, said I, 
the latterend. You will then know better. ‘ 

25. On my evening tour came to a place where an aged Hindoo man had died. 
His body was stretched on a bier formed by placing two bamboo poles about 
three yards in length, parallel about two feet distant from each other, with sev- 
eral transverse pieces fastened by cords. When the body is laid on the funeral 
pile, this bier is tornin pieces, and the poles serve as pokers to the fire, 

The widow of the deceased was sitting near the bier, and a barber was em- 
ployed in shaving her head, while the relatives were vociferating their lamenta- 
tions. ‘Lo the shaving of her head succeeded her ablutions. This is the univer- 
sal custom among the Hindoos, and the widow is through the rest of her life (for 
she may not marry a second time,) treated with the utmost neglect by her nearest 
relations. 

The son of the deceased lights a fire in an earthen pot, carries it before the 
bier to the place of burning, and when the funeral pile is ready, it is his duty to 
kindle the flame which is to reduce to ashes the body of his deceased parent. [ 
procecded to the shop where the dead are disposed of. It was early in the after- 
noon, but the bodies of no less than 18 Hindoos and Mussulmauns had been brouelit 
there since morning. And while I was there the funeral procession of a Ron.An 
Catholic passed through the place. A number of priests were in the procession, 
some preceded, andsome followed the bier, if so it- may be called, for it was a 
bare cloth like a blanket, which four men carried by its four corners with the 
corpse of achildin it. At that hour of the day the glaring sun was beating on 
them with intense light, but, that the departed soul might be more sure of light 
to attend him through the dark regions of purgatory, the silly creatures were car- 
rying lighted candles in their hands. In this place I spoke to a considerable 
number of the heathen, ana also at the house of the deceased before mentioned, 
After this, at two of the Hindoo temples I spoke for a long time to a large num- 
ber, on the worship of the true God. 

26. Lord’s day. This evening in my walk I stepped aside to speak to a res- 
pectable Mussulmaun with whom I was acquainted. He had just received a 
swnall quantity of fruit called Bowra. He invited me to take some of it, and to 
persuade me to eat, he said it was such fruit as grows in heaven. Ah! said I, 
and what other fruit grows there? All sorts and all the most excellent, he replied. 
And why is there such abundance of fruit in heaven? ‘There the people eat it, 
said he. What else dothey havein heaven? They have, said he, a plenty of wo- 
men to enjoy, but they have no children. And what is the employment of the peo- 
ple in heaven? ‘They worsnip God, he replied. But where sir, do you learn all 
this? In the Koran, was his reply, adding, What does your shaster say of hea- 
ven? lthen endeavored to tell him what a place heaven is; what sort of peo- 
ple will go there; and how they must go; also, what class of people go to hell. 
A number of Mussulmauns were present, who heard with attention, and made 
little or no reply towhatI said. After this I spoke to the heathen im three dif- 
ferent places. 

31. This evening witnessed a ceremony which I never hefore saw. It was the 
ceremony ot breaking thechain. About a hundred of the Hindoos were assem- 
bled a little way out of town. A man had made a vow to Kandoba, that if the 
god would grant him food, he would break two iron chains, offer a slieep in sacri- 
fice, feast his cast, and perform all the other ceremonies belonging to such a vow, 
and also walk a certain distance fettered and handcuffed. The chains were 
about a fathom long, and being firmly fastened at one end, the man by repeated 
and violent twiches broke the two chains. ‘his is considered as a proof that the 
god is propitious. Great acclamations of joy burst forth when the chains broke. 
lhe man was fondly caressed and covered with sacred paint. He was then fet- 
tered and handcuffed, and walked a short distance, which completed the cere- 
‘mony and prepared the way for the feasting. ‘The sheep was sacrificed before 
my arrival, and cocoa nuts, rice, and other articles had been offered up to the 
god. I endeavored to address the people, but the poor creatures were too 
imuch engrossed with their fooleries to pay much attention to what I said. 
I left them, and as 1; «ceeded came to a temple where they were sacrificing a 
cock, and making various offerings to a large number of wooden gods. Here 
asain all was noise and confusiou, so that 1 could say but little to the people. 
‘ ten proceeded to another temple, where two or three hundred peopic were 
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assembled. As I arrived they had just finished the ceremon 
hook in the back. Here I also addressed a number of pe 
home I stopped at another sacred place, 


large number of people. 
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Extract of aletter from the Rev. Cyrus Kingsbury, to the Treasurer. 


it is marvellous in our eyes.” 


Chickamaugah, March 20, 1812 
“THE Lord continues to deal graciously with us at Chickamaugah. We ey. 
pect three more, two of them natives, will be added to our little church at our 
next communion, which will be on the Sabbath after next. Several others are 
under serious impressions. This is truly the work of the Lord and not ours, and 


DONATIONS TO THE AMERICAN BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS For 
FOREIGN MISSIONS. 


March 4. From the New York Fe- 
male Foreign Mission Society, by 
Miss Rebecca Legget, . 

Contribution at a monthly prayer- 
méeting in Northampton, by Mr. 
Ebenezer S. Phelps, - 

Contribution atthe monthly concert 
in the vestry of Park Street church, 
by Mr. Nathaniel Willis, - 

6. A friend to.missions in Provi- 
dence, R. 1. - - ° 

7. Atriend to missions in Albany, 
Maine, - - - - 

10. ‘he box in the vestry of the Old 
South Church, Boston, by one of 
the deacons of that church, 

Contribution in the congregation at 
Derry, Penn. remitted to Robert 
Ralston, Esq. by William Mont- 
gomery, Esq. ° . ° 

The congregation in Mahoning 
Penn. the remainder of a_ col- 
lection paid tothe Rev. Ard Hoyt, 

11. Contribution at a monthly con- 
cert for prayer, at Richmond, On- 
tario county, N. Y. by Mr. War- 
ren Day, - - - 

14. Contribution at a monthly prayer 
meeting in Dracut, by Mr. Miron 
Winslow, - « - 

Mr. William Campbell, of Wester- 
loe, N. ¥. by the Rev. Seth Wil- 
liston, remitted by Mr. Luther F. 
Diminick, - 

By Gen. Huntington, from several 
sources as follows, viz 

The Young Ladies’ Charitable Soci- 
ety in Montville, Con. for foreign 
missions and translations, by Miss 
Sempronia Alden, Secreta- 

19 12 


VY, ° 

Mr. Erastus T. Smith, of New 
London, - - 

Mr. Edward, Learned, of New 
London, - - 

A friend of missions, - 

16. The Female Charitable Society 
in Cazenovia, Madison county, 
N. Y. by Mrs. Grace Wilson, 
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Brought forward $404 17 


17.. From male and female  for- 
eign mission subscribers in Salis- 
bury, N.H. by the Rev. Thomas 
Worcester, . - - 

A friend in Brookline, - - 

18. The Female Mite Society of 
Georgetown, Dist. Col. by Mrs, 
Harriet B. Wilson, Treasurer, 

19. A friend of missions in Aurora, 
Portage county, Ohio, for the pro- 
motion of Christianity among the 
heathen in Asia, by the Rev. John 
Seward, - - 5 00 

From the Rev. John Seward, 

2. Collections in Indiana, Kentucky, 
and Virginia, by the Rey. Elisha P. 
Swift,* - - - 


58 37 
1 0 


130 08 


4 00-—9 00 


547 78 


Carried fopward $1,142 32 





* The following is a more specific statement 


of the sums received by the 


ev. Messrs. 


Swift and Chamberlain in their journey. A 
part of the avails being forwarded to the 
Lreasury in Feb. last, and the remainder 
with this statement having but lately come to 
hand, renders it necessary to publish the ac- 


count in this form. 


Dec. 2. A collection from the first Presby- 


terian church in Baltimore, 
Collections by Mr. Chamberlain on 

the way to Pittsburg, - 
11. A collection in the second Pres- 

byterian church in Pittsburg, Penn. 
Individuals in Cannonsburg, Penn. 


- Do in Washington, Penn. - 


A collection in the Presbyterian 


church at Ten-mile run, - 
Individuals in Wellsvurg, Vir. 
Do. in Steubenville, Ohio, - 


Do. in Cadiz, Harrison county, Ohio, 
Io. in Mount Pleasant, Ohio, - 
Do. in St. Clairsville, Belmont coun- 
ty, Ohio, - - . 
Three persons in Xorristown, Ohio, 
Individuals in Cambridge, Ohio, 
Do. in Zanesville, do. - : 
Do. iv Lancaster, do. 


Sod 83 


46 00 


2 50) 
39 63 
41 30 


12 37 
13 U0 
29 0! 
20 00 
20 50 
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1818. 


The School Fund. 


Broughtforward $1,142 52 


91. Mr. Travis Tucker, of Norfolk, 
Vir. by William Maxwell, Esq. 

j. Ww. - be - @ 

03. The Female Foreign Mission So- 
ciety of Tyringham, by Mrs. Em- 
ily Dow, Treasurer, — a 

26. The Foreign Mission Society of 
Litchfield County,Con. by the Hon. 


5 00 
2 OU 


11 00 


Benjamin Tallmadge, Treasurer, 1,180 76 


Mrs. Walker, of ‘fownsend, five 
years annual subscription, by the 








Rev. Mr. Sanborn, - - 5 00 
Mr. William Cone, of Andover, i 00 
Contribution in Dunstable, N. H. by 

Mr. Levi Spaulding, - - 7 68 
27. Cummington, Mass. for the trans- 

Jation and distribution of the Scrip- 

tures, by Mr. Seth Porter, remit- 

ted by Mr. Hubbard, - 100 00 

$2,454 76 
THE SCHOOL FUND. 
March 2. From the Female Benev- 

olent Society in Lynn, - 33 00 
Children in Miss Harris’s Sunday 

school in Lynn, - - 60 
The young Misses Benevolent Soci- 

ety in Montpelier, Ver. for edu- 

cating children of the savages with- 

in our own territories, by Aseuath 

Perkins, Treasurer, 5 66 

Carried forward$5 66 $33 60 
Do. in Columbus, do, - - 50 50 
Do. in Circleville, do. - - 9 75 
Do. in Chilicothe, do. - - 45 50 
Do. in Lebanon, do. - - 46 87 
Do. in Dayton, do. - - 46 87 
Do. in Franklin, do. - . 23 28 
Do. in Hamilton, do. - - 15 50 
The Female Charitable Society in 

Cincianati, Ohio, - - 50 00 
A collection in the first Presbyterian 

church in Cincinnati, - - 5200 
A collection in the second Presbyte- 

rian ehurch in do. - - 26 16 
A collection in the Methodist Epis- 

copal church, stone chapel, indo. 26 48 
A collection in the Presbyterian 

church in Paris, Ken. - 34 00 
Do. in the first Presbyterian church 

in Lexington, Ken. - 20 62 
A collection in Lewisville, Ken. 48 75 

Do. in Jeffersonville, (Indiana, ) 14 50 
Do. in Shelbyville, Ken. 22 50 
Do. in Frankfort, Ken. - 19 37 
Do. (asecond collection,) in the 

first Presbyterian church in Lex- 

ington, Ken. - - 20 00 
A eollection in the second Presbyte- 

rian chureh in Lexington, - 33 87 
A collection in the Protestant Epis- 

copal church, ° ° 27 67 

collection in the Methodist Epis- 

copal church, - ° 5 75 
p Collection in Harrisonburg, Vir. 12 00 

rom the Rey. Dr. Blythe, of Lex- 

‘ngton, . . : 10 00 

Bi,063 73 


18% 


Brought forward $5 66 $33 60 

The Juvenile Male Society in 
de. for the same object, 1 34———-7 00 

A number of ladies in Boston, for 
Cxravptus Bucuanan, by Miss 
Mary Perry, - ° 

The Heathen School Society of 
Chelmsford*, - - - 50 

6. The Woodbridge, N. J. Society 
for educating heathen children in 
the families of our missionaries in 
India, by Mr. Joseph Barron, 
‘Treasurer, - - - 

10. The Salem Female Socie- 
ty for educating heathen chil- 
dren, by Mrs. Abigail Needham, 

Treasurer, - - - 

The Tabernacle Thanksgiving Soci- 
ety in Salem, for a child to be nam- 
ed SamMvueL Worcester, and ed- 
ucated in the mission family at 
Ceylon, by Mrs. Mary Haraden, 
Treasurer, - - - 

Gentlemen’s and Ladies’ Association 
in Marblehead for educating hea- 
then children, by the Rev. Samuel 
Wana, - - - 

11. A collection in Miss Boardman’s 
school in South Reading, for the in- 
struction of heathen children in 
North America, by Mr. Aaron 
Bryant, - . 

15. A contribution at a prayer meet- 
ing in Foxborough, by Mr. Samuel 
Seaver, - ° e 

Contribution at the first parish in 
Brookfield, for the schoo) at Corn- 
wall, by the Rev.  Eliakim 
Phelps, - - 2 25 

From the same, for the school 
fund, . - 15 00——17 25 

16. The Female Missionary So- 
ciety in Rindge, N. H. by the 
Rev. Dr. Payson, : 6 36 

Subscribers in Rindge, 26 14—-32 50 

19. A friend, for educating the Cher- 
okee children, - - 

20. The Female Foreign School So- 
ciety, N. York, by Miss Patterson, 
Treasurer, remitted by Mr. Ward 
Stafford, - - 74 00 

A charity box kept by Miss H. 

G. for the Foreign Mission 
School, - - 7 65—-81 65 

21. The Female Heathen School 
Society in Ballston, Saratoga coun- 
ty, N. Y. for educating a child to 
be named Davin Brainerp, by 
Sally Sears, Treasurer, - 

The Edueation Society in the east 
parish of Newton, for a heathen 
child to be educated in the family 
of Mr. Newell, to be named Jona- - 
THAN Homer, out of respect to 
their pastor, by Mr. Elijah F. 
Woodward, Treasurer, - 

25. The Association for educating 
heathen children in the first parish 


30 00 


50 00 


31 30 


35 V0 


70 00 


4 59 


4 23 


16 00 


30 00 


30 06 


Carried forward 479 52 


* The remainder of a donation forwardeé 
in Jan 
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18% Expressions of Christian Benevolence. 


Apri, 
Brought forward $473 32 FOR THE MISSIONARY CHAPEL AT 


of Danvers, by Capt. Hezekiah BOMBAY. 
Flint, remitted to Dr. Worces- 
ter, - : 48 85 March 10. A female friend in Salem, 


The Association in Wenham by the Rev. Dr. Worcester, $10 00 
for educating heathen chil- 25. A female friend of missions in 
dren, by Dea. John Dodge, 16 25—-65 10 Bridgewater, by the Rev. Daniel 


26. Mr. Weston’s school in Bath, by Huntington, = - - . 1 09 
the Rev. J. W. Ellingwood, 250 30. A friend of missions in Plain- 

31. A young man in Tewksbury, for field, N. H. - - . 509 
the native schools at Bombay, by tilinditieiale 
Mr. Miron Winslow, L OU S16 00 

One or two individualsin Tewks- 
bury, for the same object, 36—--1 56 Total of Donations in March $3,013 04. 


$542 28 


EXPRESSIONS OF CHRISTIAN BENEVOLENCE, 


[ We give the following extracts from several letters received at the Treasury of the Amer- 
ican Board. ‘hey were not written as communications for publication, nor accompanied by 
the most distant hint that such disposition of them was desirable. Such efforts of individuals, 
whom, perhaps, the world never noticed, show how much might be done by the labors of Chris. 
tians were their hearts warmed, and their hands engaged in diffusing the blessings of the Gospel.) 


The following letter accompanied the donation therein mentioned. 


Srr, Dec. 8, 1817. 
“fam the wife of a country mechanic, who, by the blessing of God on our in- 
dustry and economy, enjoy all the necessaries of life, though but few of the lux 
uries. Yet God has giyen me a faint hope in his mercy, and a tender sympathy 
for aperishing world. Itherefore deposit with you the small sum of two dollars, 
for the school fund in India. I have a child in my family, whom I have made 
my own by adoption; the natural tenderness of her disposition induces her to 
Jament the condition of heathen children, and wish it in her power to relieve 
them. ‘lo make trial of her sincerity, I gave her fiftv cents with permission to 
appropriate itas she pleased. After mentioning several toys pleasing to chil- 
dren, the school in India was mentioned. She immediately requested me to trans- 
mit her money for that purpose; I gave her fifty cents more; she earnestly desir- 
ed it should not be separated from the other. I therefore send you three dollars, 
hoping if our lives are spared you may again hear from MENTORIA.” 


The following letter was left at the door of the Secretary of the Wethersfield 
female Foreign Mission Society, a few evenings firevious to the anniversary 
meeting. 


“Our annual season for contributing to Foreign Missions has again revolve¢; 
and again I present you with ten dollars; these, with the other* donations | 
have made, | hope have been with a single eye to the glory of God. From his 
bountiful hand I received it; for his service I present it. 
“For some years I have laid by in store as God has prospered me, against # 

time of sickness and distress; but have been preserved in health, while others 
have had their days numbered and finished. I deeply regret the days when I gave 
mv money for that which was not bread, and my labor fur that which satisfied not 
All merit I disclaim, as it isan act of grateful duty for innumerable mercies, 4% 
hut a mite. 

“Expand my heart, incline me, Lord, 

To give the whole J ean afford; 

‘That what thy bounty render’d mine, 

1 may with eheerful hands resign.” 


aon 
A FRIEND OF MISSIONS. 


j 4 ° . . . i. 2 0 
“P.S, Thave justifiable reasons for wishing to remain unknown, and hop 
continue so.”’ 


* Aliuding to $46 in the year 1815, and $10 in 1816. 
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The following Extract accompanied a Donation. 


“DEAR SIR, 
“\WIsHING to accustom my children to early habits of charity and beneficence, I 
adopted the following expedient. On the day of their birth I gave each of them 
one dollar, to be improved in promoting religious objects, (a small sum on the re- 
ceipt of so great a blessing,) receiving the loan of it myself to pay over the interest 
annually, as a donation from them to some religious object. The education of 
heathen children is the one I wish them to patronize. The money has hitherto 
jain in my hands, being too small a sum by itself to trouble another person with. 
“God has graciously given us three children, and taken one of them, I trust, to 
himself. ‘The principal as well as interest of the deceased child I transmit to 
you, wishing it may be added to the permanent fund; that in the ages to come it 
may be pouring forth a small stream of Gospel blessings among those who are 
destitute of the waters of life, hoping that thereby my little inconscious babe will 
enjoy the blessedness of welcoming to the heavenly world some, to whose arrival 
there its little stock had contributed. 
The remittance for them is as follows, 
Samuel H. $1 00—Principal. 
18—three year’s interest. 
Mary L. 12—<=two do. 
John 06—one do, 





Total $1 36 
“What parent almost, might not adopt the same method? and what a revenue 
it would produce!” 


[For the delay of the following communication of our valued correspondent, we 
have no other apology to offer, than the assurance that it has been uninten- 
tional. } 

Sept. 1, 1817. 


To the Treasurer of the American Board, &c. 


“DEAR SiR, 

“ENncLoOsED I send you fifty eents, from a little girl, for the Heathen School 
Fund. ‘This added to her former donations amounts to $1,25 withina year; a 
noble example of liberality in a child. 

“Permit me, Sir, to give some further account of this truly amiable and inter- 
esting little creature. I have before heard her spoken of with some admiration, 
and in my late visit to Vermont I had the pleasure of seeing her and of learniag 
the particular traits in her character. 

_ “Henrietta is not yet six yearsold. She is a descéndant, of the tenth genera- 

tion, from the martyr John Rogers. How far she may possess a kindred spirit, 
remains yet to be unfolded in her subsequent life. It may be said,in some sense, 
however, as of Abel, Rogers “being dead, yet speaketh.” 

“She has remarkable sweetness of temper, and discovers a peculiar fondness 
for the Bible and other religious books. She loves to hear religious conversation, 
she has her regular seasons, morning and evening, for secret prayer, in which she 
is very punctual and appears to be sincerely devotional. She has been overheard 
to express herself, on some of these occasions, with great propriety and earnest- 
ness. Henrietta takes a lively interest in the condition of the heathen children. 
‘She prays for them, converses often about them, and expresses a willingness to 
do what she can for their relief, even, to go herself, if she were able, to carry 
them the Bible, and to teach them how to read it. As she is not able to go her- 
self, sh@ is willing to send her money. But it may be asked, How does this little 
creature get money for such an object? Just as other good children would de- 
light te get it, if properly encouraged. 

‘But tobe more particular: The first 25 cents of the sum which I mentioned 
above, was set up by her teacher as a premium in her class, to be given to the 
scholar that should excel during the quarter. When this was proposed, she im- 
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186 Domestic Intelligence. 


Aprit, 
mediately told her mother that she intended to study and get it, for she wished ¢, 
send it to the heathen children. Such emulation to do good was successful. She 
obtained the premium, and cheerfully devoted it to her favorite object. To ty 
her faith a little, it was proposed to her to buy various articles with it for her 
own pleasure. To which she replied, “Then they would be eat up, and it woulq 
not do any good—and the poor heathen children—they have no Bid/es nor care. 
chisms!” 

“After this, her mether proposed to give her a cent a piece, for all the hymng 
that she would committo memory. She eagerly embraced this opportunity to 
earn something for the poor orphans, with a voluntary intention to devote jt 
exclusively, to her favorite object. “For” she said ‘it will do me good to learn 
the hymns, and then the money would do the heathen children good; so it will do 
good both ways.” By this and some other means she soon obtained 50 cents, 
which she immediately consecrated to the education of heathen children; but not 
without praying that it might dothem good. 

“The next 50 cents are the savings of little presents. This last donation 
which I now send you, she put into my hands with much apparent interest in the 
object, with a request that I should “give it to the missionaries, to teach the hea- 
then children how to read the Bible.” Who knows but that this child is yet to 
bea Harriet Newell, a missionary to the heathen? Who knows but that the 
blessing of the promise, is on its way from the martyr, through this child, down 
tothe thousandth generation? I do not say that she gives satisfactory evidence 
of a radical change of heart, but there is reason to believe, that she will be the 
means of perpetuating the promised blessing. 

«There is great encouragement to faithfulness in the early education of chil- 
dren. Is it not an easy thing to trainthem up to habits of liberality? Is # not 
obvious too, that children thus encouraged are more diligent and faithful at 
school, more obedient and affectionate at home, and more amiable and engaging 
abroad? And is it not certain, that they will be more active and virtuous, more 
useful and happy in life, than if they had never been taught to regard doing good 
to our fellow creatures, as an honor, a privilege, anda Christian duty? What a 
vast difference of character must there be between those children, who, from a 
very early period, are treated as rational beings capable of being influenced by 
religious motives, and those who never know any higher motives than the rod or 
the sugar (umf? How much good may be done by parents and teachers, in 
forming the characters of children and consequently of men, by early acquainting 
them with the doctrines, the precepts, and sanctiens of the Christian religion, 


and leading them, by every possible method, into the early and habitual practice 
vf its duties?” 


DOMESTIC INTEIAIGENCE,. 


Extract of a letter from a gentleman in the county of Herkimer, N. Y. to the 
: editor. 


“THESE are truly desolate regions. There are but one Presbyterian minister, 
one Congregational, and only three or four of different denominations, who are 
pastors of churches, in all the extensive county of Herkimer, containing a popu- 
lation of nearly 40,000, in a county which has been settled many years. 

“There are several reasons. The county, though many parts are good, 1s 
still more broken than the western divisions of the state, and presents greater In- 
conveniences to the collection of large congregations. It has been considerably 
settled from Germany and Holland; the German and Dutch languages have 
been in use, and their churches once were numerous. But for a considerable 
time’ English settlements have been multiplying, and the English language and 
customs prevailing. But such have been the poverty, prejudices, and ignorance 
of each other’s language, that pastors could not be settled and supported, until 
these have become the regions of darkness and the shadow of death. Mission- 
aries have not been much employed in this region; and those who were destined 
for the more western districts have generally travelled the great roads, and pass- 
edin haste. Could missionaries, who are passing and repassing, be directed to 
travel between the great roads, they would find a hospitable settled county, with 
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continual opportunities for labor, and among a people more needy than those of 
even the newest settlements. Under a change of manners, habits, and languages, 
if the rising generation are not evangelized, they are lost. The task would soon 
be more difficult than to evangelize the pagans. 

“Many of the old inhabitants understand little of the English language; but 
the people of middle age, though they speak German and Dutch in their fami- 
lies, yet understand English preaching better than German, if that could be ob- 
tained. The children, though they understand their mother language in their 
families, do not comprehend preaching in that language. ‘Their churches are de- 
clining, their discipline nearly lost, and both the knowledge and practice of religion 
seem to be sinking together. The necessities of these precious souls urgently 
make the demand, “come over into Macedonia and help us.” And many Eng- 
lish families, who but a few years ago left a country full of religious privileges, ave 
now bewildered in errors and declining in stupidity.” 


Extract of aletter fromthe Rev. Mark Mead, dated Middlebury, Con. March 
28, 1818. 


“PeRHAPS you have heard of the glorious work which has been in the South 
parish, in Waterbury, the winter past; but if not, I will state a few facts res- 

ecting it. 
. “In May last Mr. S. Dodd was dismissed, and the society appeared so feeble, 
that numbers almost desponded of ever having the Gospel ministry re-estab- 
lished among them. The Domestic Missionary Society gave them some as- 
sistance by sending a missionary among them. His labors were blessed, and a 
great revival hastaken place. The feeble state of my health has prevented my 
laboring among them, and I am unable to give you any particulars; but probably 
between forty and fifty have been added to the church, perlfaps more. Ihave 
lately heard that there are but few instances of awakening.”’ 


NINETEENTH ANNUAL NARRATIVE OF MISSIONARY SERVICE, DI- 
RECTED BY THE TRUSTEES OF THE MISSIONARY SOCIETY OF 
CONNECTICUT. 


(Concluded from fr. 144.) 


KENTUCKY. 

In the labors of thirty-five weeks, the Rev. Herman Halsey delivered one 
hundred and twenty-three sermons. By bodily indisposition he was then con- 
strained, though reluctantly, to relinquish the service. In two counties the peo- 
ple were—a large proportion of them—Koman catholics. They were conse- 
quently, with the exception of asmallnumber, unwilling to hear protestant 
preaching. They were sufficiently provided with priests of their own order, 
and, in most of their settlements, with places for worship. Presbyterian church- 
es were few and small. Many of them had not preaching oftener than two or 
three times ina year. Where he labored, congregations on the Sabbath were 
usually large, and the demeanor of the people who attended commendable. The 
thinness of the population, in general, placed the people so far apart, that on 
other days, great numbers could not be collected. Some were found who prized 
the preaching of the Gospel as one of the most precious privileges, and mourned 
as they beheld the desolations of Zion. Sectatian prejudices had been deep 
rooted and strong, though it was understood that, in many respectable places, 
their violence had begun to abate. A thin population-«a mixture of discordant 
denominations—and only a very small number of truly pious persons, were dis- 
couraging circumstances. Notwithstanding such difficulties, however, the pros 
_ of that distant region were, on the whole, brightening. Bible and Vract 

ocieties were forming with a probability of doing much good. By a considera- 
ble and worthy class of the people, Missionaries were most cordially and hospit- 
ably received. It was his pleasure, and he felt it his duty to testify, that the 
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Apri, 
blessings of many rested on that Society, whose benevolence had sent them the 
preaching of divine truth. 

The Rev. Stephen Mason labored in twenty-two counties of that State, ang 
delivered one hundred and sixty-eight sermons. It wasthe custom of the People 
not to expect but one sermon ina day. Religious exercises began at noon, A 
few instances appeared of serious impression and of hopeful conversion, but no 
great revivals were experienced within his observation. The fashion of infidelit 
was fast declining. The population, though in many parts thin and scattered 
was continually increasing. Concerning the state of society, the kind receptio, 
of Missionaries, the urgent necessity of many more laborers in that vast fielg 
and the prospects of the happiest results, his accounts were in perfect agreement 
with those of Mr. Halsey. Neither of these Missionaries had a pastoral Charge, 


Missouri. 

This Territory has opened a boundless field. The Rev. Timothy Flint labor. 
ed in itthe past year. He had no pastoral charge. His services extended from 
the Forks to settlements more than one hundred miles up the river Missouri. To 
him it appeared as if no missionary station in the United States could be more 
interesting. The soil and climate were inviting. Beyond example the inhabj- 
tants were multiplying by arrivals from almost every section of the union. At 
no very distant period it would, in human view, be central to the civilized popula- 
tion of North America. The effects of civilization and Christianity there must, 
of course, be great and happy. It was obviously of immense importance, thata 
region, which, by its situation, would sooner or later have acommanding influence 
over a Vast portion of the continent, be furnished with means of mingling the 
most correct religious stitutions with its earliest habits. A prevailing desire 
was manifested ina number of places for the Bible and preaching. There, asin 
other quarters, the new settlers were unable to furnish themselves with the en- 
joyment of religious advantages. Multitudes were indisposed and earcless. The 
consequences were natural. Not a whole Bible could be found in one family of 
ten, over an extensive tract; and of the emigrants who pass, on an average of 
perhaps one hundred in a day through the town of St. Charles, not one family in 
fifty carries a Bible. This inability, however, and this indifference could not, he 
trusted, be evils of long continuance. He had already distributed five hundred 
Bibles among the needy. He hoped, likewise, to be constantly supplied, by Bi- 
ble Societies and other charitable institutions, with means of distributing much 
greater numbers. 

The travels and labors of the Rev. Salmon Giddings were extended over a 
larger space than those of Mr. Flint. He had no pastoral charge. He repeat- 
edly came over into the Illinois Territory, continuing his labors several weeks, 
A part of the year he was employed in the instruction of a school at St. Louis. 
During that period, however, his preaching on the Lord’s day was not intermit- 
ted, and in several instances he made short missionary excursions. Ina few 
settlements he observed a considerable reformation. [he prospect of successin 
charitable exertions grew more flattering. He had the pleasure of seeing the 
people more attentive to divine things, and more anxious to enjoy the regular 
preaching and privileges of the Gospel. He either formed, or assisted in forming, 
a number of churches, and found it no small consolation to behold them rising in 
the wilderness. French Bibles and Testaments, and several hundred copies of 
the scriptures in English, which he distributed, were received with gratitude and 
read with attention. A large proportion of the French population were unable 
-o read. Many of those who could not read would assemble and hear the reading 
of God’s word by those who were able. On the whole, there was much encour- 
agement to go onward in this work of the Lord. He trusted that the salutary 
-ruits of missionary labor, already performed in that far distant region, would be 

‘isible in agesto come. By avery severe and dangerous sickness, his public du- 
ces were for a time entirely suspended. 


East-TENNESSEE. 
Twenty-six weeks—five of them in Virginia—were spent by the Rev. Cyrus 
Kingsbury. He had never a pastoral charge. 
He distributed numerous 
The desolations of Zion 


His reception wasevery where kind and hospitable. 
Bipies and Tracts, which were thankfully accented, 
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were extensive anc affecting. Many were unable even to read. Errors ab oun- 
ded. Intelligent preachers of evangelica) truth were few, and were embari'ass- 
ed by very trying discouragements. The neglect of early education appe ared 
to have done much in preparing the way for this deplorable condition of the peo- 
ple. He perceived no rational prospect of reviving the interests of true reli, zion, 
but thraugh the exertions of missionary, and other benevolent Societies. In sev- 
eral places, nevertheless, people were becoming more sensible that the privileges 
of religious, and moral, and literary instruction, deserved to be held in high esti- 
mation—especially, as they must affect the true interests of the rising genera tion. 
He was himself very deeply impressed with the importance of opening some way 
into those destitute regions for the introduction of such school masters and in- 
structors of youth, as would be strictly moral and pious. He also was convineed, 
that in many places the people would afford sufficient encouragement to such 
ministers as might be found willing to combine the duties of the pastoral ofiice, 
as far as practicable, with those of instructing their children and young peuple 
in the rudiments of literature and science. Having closed the services assigned 
him by the Trustees, he proceeded to the country of the Cherokee Indians. With 
a hope of promoting the temporal and everlasting welfare of those perishing 
heathen, he continues to labor, under an appointment from the American Board 
of Commissioners for Foreign Missions. 

In addition to the persons named in this Narrative, the following hoid com- 
missions to act as Missionaries, and it is supposed are now laboring in the ser- 
vice of the Society. No communications have been received from them since 
they entered their respective fields. The Rev. Amos Chase in the northwest 
partof Pennsylvania. The Rev. Erastus Ripley in Pennsylvania and Ohio, The 
Rev. Messrs. Elihu Mason and William Williams in New Connecticut. The Rey. 
Messrs. Elias Cornelius and Samuel Royce in Louisiana. 


friends to the enlargement of the Redeemer’s kingdom. 

The Trustees have now laid before you their nineteenth annual Narrative. 
You are informed to what regions they have prociaimed the good tidings of great 
joy, by means of the sacred charities committed to their disposal. You can per- 
ceive the unmeasured length and breadth of that field to which their studious at- 
tention has been directed, and on which they have bestowed the holy offerings of 
God’s people. You here observe, also, that the field they have regarded con- 
sists of many parts, of which every one is vast. And yet it is a melancholy truth, 
that the places, of which you are reminded in this history, bear only a very small 
proportion to the whole amount of those regions in our country which lie spiritually 
desolate. 

How frequently soever the Trustees may have erredin their judgment, they 
have conscientiously conducted the missionary interests, under the guidance of 
the best light they could obtain. Nor has it been possible for them to transact, 
upon subjects of such solemnity, but under deep impressions of their own awful 
responsibility to Christ, and to their brethren for his sake. 

They ask you to join them in their supplications to the God of mercy and 
grace, that he would crown with his blessing their humble endeavors to apply 
the charities of his people most efficaciously and successfully, for the manifesta- 
tion of his glory in the salvation of souls. ‘They ask you to remember with them, 
before the throne of a prayer hearing God, all associations and all individuals 
engaged in similar labors of love. 

_ Uhay, furthermore, intreat you to persevere, as God shall give you prosperity, 
in liberal contributions of your worldly property tor the advancement of this 
Charitable work. To enlighten the dark understanding; to awaken the slum- 
bering conscience; toimprove the depraved heart; to restrain transgressors, and 
Cause an overwhelming preponderance of bad example to cease; to prémote the 
Practice of righteousness, and render the human condition on earth more happy; 
to show sinners the only way of pardon and enduring blessedness; instrumentally 
‘o turn men from darkness unto light, and from the powerof Satan to serve the 
living God; to shew forth the riches of divine grace in guiding many sons and 
daughters ws) glory; to confirm and comfort the iriends otf Christ; to extend, as 
far as possible, an acquaintance with that godliness which is profitable for all 
things; In a single word, to perform duty by exertions to cause the knowledge of 

se glory of the Lord to fill the earth; are some of its leading and great odjects. 
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Narrative of Missions. Apri, 
The work is, therefore, in its nature heavenly. It neither needs, nor can it re. 
ceive +, higher recommendations. Every person can safely desire and seek jt; 
pros) perity. Never was there greater encouragement. Never, it is believed, 
were: calls, from the destitute settlements addressed to the Trustees, so numeroy; 
—ne ver so earnest—as during the past year, fora much greater number of labor. 
ers. ‘The need of Missionaries has increased more rapidly, by far, than the sup- 
ply. By the people of many towns, in the north, west, and south, the most fer. 
vent desires have been expressed, to obtain ministers—pastors—for at least a 
part of the time, until a munificent Providence shall enable them to provide a fy} 
supp ort, and to enjoy continually the precious ordinances of the Gospel. Ina 
great number of settlements the way is already prepared for the formation of 
chur ches, and the establishment of congregatior.s. To use the energetic metaphor 
of a Missionary: “The materials are now on the spot, and ready for the hands 
of the builders.” To the Trustees it appears obvious, however, that without in- 
creasing exertions, those materials will be scattered, and many benevolent hopes 
will perish. 

Great good has been already accomplished by your prayers and your contri- 
butions, for the sacred purposes of the Missionary Society. The Trustees do not 
how ever, present this as a motive for your patient continuance in well doing. On 
another day, both you and they will see its amount. Nor need you tremble at 
the certainty, that these deeds performed for Christ, and for the souls which he 
laid down his life to redeem, wiil be then strictly reviewed. For, blessed will be 
the acknowledgment of those servants, who shall have done good unto all, as 
they hadopportunity. ‘They that endure unto the end shall be saved. And the 
king shall answer and say unto them, Verily I say unto you, in as much as ye 
have done it unto one of the least of these my brethren, ye have done it unto me.” 

JONATHAN BRACE, Chairman. 
Passed by the Board of Trustees, January 14, 1818. 
Attest, ABEL FLINT, Secretary. 


Abstract of the Receipts and Expenditures of the Connecticut Missionary So- 
ciety for the year 1817. 


RECEIPTS. 
Amount of the annual contribution in May through the whole state, $2,758 954 
Contribution of 1816 received in 1817, - - 2 35 


Avails of an estate bequeathed to the Society by the Rev. George 


Colton, - - - - - 1,700 00 
From Lewis Bliss, part ofa debt charged as lost in the year.1810, 50 00 
Amount of contributions in the new settlements, . - 817 14 
Interest on Notes, and Bank Stock, - - 1,816 19 





$7,144 633 
EXPENDITURES. 
Paid to thirty three missionaries employed by the Society to labor in 
Vermont, New York, Pennsylvania, Ohio, Indiana, Kentucky, East 





Tennessee, and Missouri Territory, - - - - $6,026 94 
Salaries of the ‘Treasurer, Auditor, and Secretary, . - 200 00 
Books, transpartation, and rent of Repository, - - - 196 30 
Taxes on land belonging to the Society in the state of Ohio, : 9 60 
Printing, stationary, postage, and contingent expenses, : > H4 OU 

$6,637 44 


The balance in the hands of the ‘l'reasarer, all belonging to the permanent 
fund, is $32,090 844 


The number of Books sent to the New Settlements inthe course of the year is 
5402. 
For the Panoplist. 


THOUGHTS SUGGESTED ON HEARING OF THE DEATH OF HENRY 
OBOOKIAH. 


‘ein on . * * ~ 3 . 1s en 
“CEASE ve from man.”—(Isa. ii, 22.) This admonition of God's word . ~ 
repeaieu with awful emphasis in his providence. Though often repeates:h © 
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still needful to teach us effectually that the Lord isGod. He givesus bless ings, 


‘and we set ourhearts upon them. He takes them away to make us acknow] edge 


the hand that gave them. He raises up instruments to build Jerusalem, ¥ vhich 
appear to be designated for distinguished usefulness, and we put our confide ice in 
them. He blasts our hopes by their sudden removal, to show us thatthe wo rk is 
his, and that they who wish to see It prosper must Cease from man, whose b reath 
is in his nostrils, and trust alone in the Lord Jehovah, in whom is everla sting 


strength. 


But dark and mysterious is that providence which cuts down a Backus,a St rong, . 


a Dwight; which brings to a premature grave, a Brainerd, a Spencer, a W /hite, 
a Pearce, a Harriet Newell, and others, the fairest hopes of the church. They 
too have fallen. But peacetotheir memory. ‘Through the wise but inscrv itable 
counsels of Heaven, may they do more in their death than in their life. 

From yonder barbarous clime, where Moloch sways his blood stained iron scep- 
tre, and trains his savage slaves to violence and death, a noble youth ese aped. 
Conducted by an unseen arm, he came to the land of Christian freedom, and _safe- 
ly entered the city of God. The daughter of Zion beheld the stranger with won- 
der and with pity. She rejoiced in his happy escape and unexpected arriva |, and 
welcomed him to her bosom. She adopted him fora son, and trained him inthe 
nurture of the Lord asa favorite son. She trusted in him asa chosen instrt iment 
of Heaven todefend her gates, to enlarge her borders, to conquer her foes |, and 
even to extend her blessed privileges to his native land. His filial bosom sv velled 
with gratitude for her kindness. His generous heart, touched by divine ; zrace, 
melted in compassion for his wretched heathen brethren, though their vii lence 
had made him anorphan. Fired with the hope of delivering them from the - hand 
of the tyrant, the prince of darkness, he girded on his armor, and with anxio us so 
licitude waited for his Captain’s command. The set time to favor Zion s »emed 
tobe at hand, and with joy she hailed its approach.—But Jehovah has not ¢ :eased 
toclothe himself with clouds and darkness. His awful voice was heard fros a hea- 
ven “Cease ye from man.” Zion dropped a tear over the untimely grave + of her 
favorite. Casting her ornaments of silver and gold as a funeral offering in to the 
treasury of the Lord, and looking around on her surviving sons, in the langu age of 
iamentation she makes the inquiry, ‘* Who will go for u:? for Obookiah isd ead.” 

Yes, friends of Zion, that dear heathen youth the flower of the Mission S chool, 
is dead. That affectionate brother and friend to the heathen, the hope - of the 
church as to his country, suddenly cut down by an affecting and mysteriou s pro- 
vidence, is dead. But he still speaks. You remember his words, how he s aid,— 
“God will carry through his work for us. I donot know what will God do with 
my poor soul. I shall go before God, and also before Christ. I hope the Lor d will 
send the Gospel to the heathen land, where the words of the Savior nevi -r yet 
had been. Poor people, worship the wood and stone and shark, and @ Imost 
every thing their gods; the Bible is not there, and heaven, and hell, they«do not 
know about it.”* Such was his language; such too was the language of hi is life, 
a memoir of which may awaken thousands to the subject that was so dt ‘ar to 
Henry’s heart. Nor is the language of his ceath Jess impressive—"Cea se ye 
from man, nor idolize the instruments which God has chosen to oppose idol atry.”” 
And if the friends of missions do not listen to this admonition in the death of ! Jboo- 
kiah, let them expect to hear it repeated from the grave of some champi on al- 
ready in the field. Let them kiss the rod and him who hath appointed i t, and 
with humble submission, with fervent prayer, with unshaken confidence a 1d in- 
creasing zeal, commit their cause to him that is faithful. ‘God will carry th rough 
his work for us.” He who has provided salvation for the heathen, has pro mised 
toredeem them. He will acomplish it, though, to try our faith and love:, and 
teach us our dependance, he cuts off those whom we verily thought he had kind- 
ly raised up for this purpose. He that hath promised is faithful, and “ther e is no 
restraint unto the Lord to save by many or by few.” .F.Z, 


It has probably been expected before this time, that we should have given some 
hotice of the death of HENRY OBOOKIAH. The reasons of our silence are 
these, The principal facts concerning him are already widely circs Jjated 


ee Heory’s letters, written before he had acquired an a¢ curate 
“nowledge of the language. 
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192 Obituary....Vr. Charles Hopkins. Arar, 


am ong the Christian community, in the “WVarrative of Five Youths From the 
Sai idwich Islands,” and in the last Annual Report of the Board, p. 25, Had 
we written an obituary notice, it must have been only a repetition of facts a). 
rea ly well known through these channels. In addition to these, the Circun. 
sti ices of his sickness and death have been published in several Newspapers 
an¢| are, it is presumed, very generally known.) : 


OBITUARY. 


Dit), in Hadley, Mass. Dec. 28, 1816, Mr. Caantes Horrtns, in the 24th year of his age 
He wats graduated at Yale Collcge in 1814. He had early imbibed a strong attachment t, 
study; and although his facilities for its pursuit were small, he became qualified, almost wholly 
by his ‘own private exertions, for a standing in the Junior Class. During his collegiate cours: 
he wag highly estecmed for the amiaMeness of his character, and respected for the various in, 
dications of a powerful intellect. ‘The features of his mind were strongly marked. He wa 
distingt ished for great strength and brilliancy of thought. Though his imagination was up. 
commo uly lively and vigorous, and his taste exquisitely delicate, he had acquired such habits 
of men tal discipline, that they were constantly chastened and regulated by a correct and ep. 
lightene «i judgment. 

In Orct. 1815, as he was about entering on the study of the law at Litchfield, he was attack. 
ed by a painful disorder, which brought him very low; and though he had several intervals of 
partial ;recovery, the seeds of decay were deeply fixed in his constitution. In the fall of 1814 
he was :afflicted with the dropsy. ‘This and a fever, which in a great measure deprived him of 
rest dui ing the night, continued till about two weeks before his death. ‘hese gradually wore 
him awty; and, at times, very fast, owing to the excessive pain endured from the attacks of 
the forcner. About a fortnight before he died, he appeared considerably revived, and hopes 
were eo tertained of his recovery. But the symptoms which appeared so flattering to his 
friends, he looked upon, to use his own language, as “the last struggles of expiring nature,” 
which @ pinion was but too well founded. 

For some months before Mr. H’s sickness, his attention was unusually directed to the sub- 
ject of religion. Yet it waslong before he could feel that he was wholly destitute of moral 
goodness, and that hig only hope of salvation must depend on the sovereign mercy of God 
through Christ. Bat God, in his tender compassion, condescended to undeceive him, by cx. 
hibiting to him the awful vileness and depravity of his heart. The distress Which this view 
gave hita was great, but of short continuance. The divine character, which had been an ob- 
ject of Ciread and abhorrence, scon appeared to him in a new light. The calmtess and tran- 
quillity consequent upon this change, he was induced to suppose the effect of stupidity, and 
conclusbed that the Spirit of God had departed from him. But the exercises of his mind after 
this were such us led him and others to hope, that a work of grace was begun in his heart. 

His views of religious subjects, which weve at first obscure and imperfect, constantly bright- 
ened at d enlarged, and produced a calm and placid state of mind. Indeed he never had any 
of those: high and transporting joys which many experience. He took great delight in reflect. 
ing on t.he character of God, his law and government; on the way of salvation by Christ; in 
reading the Bible; and in observing the harmony and consistency of its doctrines;—was part- 
cularly pleased with the 8th chap. of Romans. Though he often endured the most excrucia- 
ting pain, he was uniformly tranquil and cheerful, and appeared anxious to conceal from his 
frientls the real state of his health, out of tenderness to their feelings. Through his whole 
sickuess he was remarkably blessed with the light of God’s countenance, and felt at all umes, 
especially after he had relinquished hopes of recovery, “a sweet resignation,” as he expressed 
it, ‘*to the Divine will.’ With a friend, who visited him afew weeks before his death, he con- 
versed with great animation and cheerfulness on the subject of death, and the future employ- 
ments and happiness of the heavenly world. He loved to dwell on the superior advantages 
which a future state would afford for the contemplation and study of the divine perfections; 
and expressed a desire, if it should please God, that he might be released from sin and suffer: 
ing, and be united to the society of the blessed. It was his wish, if he recovered, to dernie 
himself to the Gospel ministry. 

He appeared sensible, a few days before his death, that his end drew near, and remarket 
that he thonght it probable that his departure would be sudden, which was the case. Still he 
was unmoved, and with the utmost calmness conversed with his friends on the subject of s¢P: 
aration, telling them that it would be short; and if they were prepared for death, he trustec 
that they would soon meet in a world where parting would be known no more. He mer: 
tioned in what manner he wished his effects might be disposed ef; and desired that the cere: 
monics of his funeral might be plain and simple. In thanking his parents for their tender ane 
paternal kindness he was very much affected, observing, that it had beenghis wish, that he 
might live to reward them, but God had determined otherwise. Still he trusted that his heat 
enly Father would repay them infinitely better than he could, even with eternal fife. %" 
powers of mind and his religious enjoytnent continued to the Last. 
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